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“By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 

was not made out of what was visible.” 
Hebrews 11:3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

We Believe 
Welcome & Notices ...................................... Deo Vistar 
Tithes & Offerings ....................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

The Mountain 
Mighty to Save 
My Lighthouse 

One Thing Remains 
Message ....................................................... Deo Vistar 
“In Praise of the Master Artist: 
God the Father (Creator), Jesus 
Christ (Saviour), and the Holy 

Spirit (Sustainer) 
(Select Scriptures) 

*Closing Song ............................................. All together 
One Thing Remains 

Prayer & Blessing ......................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan 
Duffy (guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      It’s great for us as a Church to be able to engage 
our wider community through the Art Gallery this 
weekend. The artistic talents in our congregation are 
impressive – and even visitors have been amazed! 
Thanks to the organising team for all the good work. 

The Gallery continues until 1pm today, and we’re 
capping it off with a shared lunch after the service.  
      Mr Wang and Mrs Zhang are returning to China 
this Wednesday. Pray for their safe journey.  
      I encourage you all to attend the combined service 
of the Picton Churches next Sunday (the 29th) at 6pm 
at the St Joseph’s Catholic Church.        
      This morning, in line with our arts weekend, we’re 
reflecting on God as the Master Artist. What comes 
immediately to mind is the physical creation. But God’s 
artistry is broader than that. We also have to think of 
redemption or salvation, not just of ourselves, but also 
of the whole creation. Here we remember Jesus our 
Saviour. Then there’s also the preservation of all things 
– isn’t it amazing how God preserves all things 
including our lives? Here we’re reminded of the Holy 
Spirit who gives us life and connects us to God.  

  
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN SUDAN 

From The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
udan’s government is accelerating efforts to 
eradicate Christianity from the 97% Muslim 
country by deporting Christians to South Sudan, 

demolishing churches, closing Christian schools, and 
imposing sharia on Christians. 
      Last year, Christian refugees from South Sudan 
fleeing to Sudan to escape famine and conflict in their 
homeland, were refused Sudanese government food 
aid unless they recited the shahada (Islamic creed) – 
viewed by Muslims as an act of conversion to Islam. 
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Sudanese churches were banned from providing aid to 
the refugees.  
      Since South Sudan seceded in 2011, the 
government of (north) Sudan, has increased the pace 
of Islamisation. It is one of the few countries in the 
world with a formal death penalty for apostasy from 
Islam. Liberal Muslims who question Islamic teachings, 
as well as those who convert to another religion have 
been executed under this law. 
      Christians seeking employment are pressured to 
deny their faith or convert to Islam by employers who 
often flout labour laws that guarantee Christian 
employees two hours for worship on Sundays. 
Christian women can face public flogging for wearing 
“immoral [unIslamic] dress” for example, trousers. 
      The government has waged a genocidal jihad 
against Sudan’s oldest Christian region – the Nuba 
Mountains near the South Sudan border – for over 34 
years. It has used deliberate starvation, aerial bombing 
(decreased in 2017), forced conversions, systematic 
mass rape, and jailing of Christian leaders, with many 
tortured and killed. Over 500,000 died in the 1990s. 
The recent imprisonment of two Sudanese Christians 
who contributed to a documentary exposing this is an 
indication of how much the government wants to keep 
these facts hidden from the world. 
      Pray for Christians who are forced to live as 
despised and second-class citizens under sharia law 
that they may keep strong in their faith and not despair. 
Pray for South Sudanese refugees facing starvation 
that they continue to affirm Jesus as Lord. Call on the 
Lord to move the government to lift its ban on churches 
helping Christian refugees. Give thanks that the 
Christians falsely imprisoned have been released.  
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Breakthrough Youth Group 
Resumes this week – every Wed 6pm at Church 
 
Combined Worship 
Picton Churches will hold a combined service on 29th 
July at 6pm at St Joseph’s Catholic Church. All 
welcome.  
 
Dinner Collective 
5th August (Sunday) at 6pm here at Church 

This Week’s Regular Ministries at a Glance 
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu at 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene at 
573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary at 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers at 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol at 
027 7735 263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
A Letter from Sally Atkinson 
Sally wrote this week: “Church family, thank you so 
much for your prayers and thoughts, it is great to know 
I am prayed for by you. Tywyn Baptist Church (in mid 
Wales) home group sent their thoughts and prayers to 
Picton Baptist Church last week. It was amazing to 
hear those words coming out of others’ mouths three 
and a half months and the other side of the world away 
… A very humbling and special moment. A young man 
Jamie who gave his heart to the Lord whilst I was there 
is greatful for prayers from NZ also. Thank you to the 
ladies who prayed for him and continue to do so … he 
is thriving and has a new job. Praise God for all our 
protection, provision and companionships … I am 
constantly & daily amazed by the relationships & 
connections our Loving Father puts in place for us. 
      “I have met up with three cousins & many friends 
and had laughter & tears after a thirty or forty year gap! 
What a privilege to be a part of their lives for a few 

hours or days. The weather has been fantastic, 
swimming twice a day for three weeks in the seaside 
town I grew up in … Much biking and walking 
interwoven with horses, sheep and this weekend the 
Royal Welsh show. Canada in early August to see 
more family. 
      “Bless you all, keep well and I look forward to 
seeing you in the spring.” 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
1st July ....................... S & R Henderson (Communion)  
8th July ................................... L Stevenson & S Lavers  
15th July ...... P Sarjeant & G Macdonald (Communion) 
22nd July .......................................... S & R Henderson 
29th July ............... L Young and N Davis (Communion) 
 

 
Music & Sound  

 
1st July: Deo Vistar (leading), Ana Woolf (keyboard), 
Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
8th July: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
15th July: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
22nd July: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
29th July: Allison Le Heux (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Gyllian Macdonald 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
 


