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Recently we were given a pile of onions. Great, we like onions! We know that 
layers of an onion are a common analogy in sermons and teaching, and they 
reflect life for us at the moment. At this stage of our time in Malawi we are 
seeing layer upon layer in community life, church life, culture, family and our 
personal journeys. Some layers are like the outer skin and don’t matter too 
much – such as variety of food on a restaurant menu. Other layers bring rich 
flavour to our life and understanding; still others bring tears – sometimes happy 
ones, but also tears of frustration and sadness.  

The Corinthian Christians were troubled with faith, culture and the practices of others. Paul recognized the challenging 
question of food which had been dedicated to idols and how to express faith in this ‘layer’ of life. Paul advised them, 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you to, do it all for the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) Our desire is that 
we are able to do all for the glory of God, and to encourage others to do likewise. 

In the photo (right) Hannah is holding Shalom, 5 days old. She is the 
first child of a young couple (below) from our village church who 
we’ve been getting to know (one layer to our friendship was 
observing the reaction of a “first time hamburger-eater!”). As we 
get to know them and their story we discover more of the pressures 
and cultural expectations that affect people’s lives. Where we live 
traditional practices and witchcraft are still prevalent, often 
creating fear, and it’s very difficult for Christians – with the pressure 
from family and community – to break away from these influences 
and demonstrate total trust in God alone.      

 

For this couple, some of these pressures came during the pregnancy and the 
early days of Shalom’s life. For others the pressures manifest in different ways 
at different times. Please pray with us for this young family and others that 
have recognized that Jesus is Lord, that they will have strength and wisdom. 
We are thankful for the privilege of sharing life with them and discovering how 
friendship adds layers to our understanding of this culture, and of being a 
disciple of Jesus in this culture.  
 

In recent conversations two of the Lakeshore pastors have shared things that are on their heart. One pastor is 
establishing an intercessory prayer meeting, and the other wants to initiate home-care for the sick. It is exciting that 
they are thinking purposefully about ways to enhance spiritual growth. Together with the Lakeshore pastors we’ve 
been considering our spiritual gifts and their function in ministry, as well as the spiritual foundation of churches and 
questions of purpose. However in ministry, as with the onion, some layers challenge and hinder. Our prayer is that the 



 

Lakeshore pastors are clear in their purpose and committed to that purpose when there are many things that would 
seek to side-track them. We continue to desire to see real growth in the spiritual life of many of the church leaders so 
that working with their pastors with clear purpose their villages are impacted by Jesus. One of the layers that has been 
apparent in the last couple of months is the very strong sense of community involvement here in this rural area. Whole 
villages involve themselves in memorials, funerals, weddings, chief initiations, football competitions and other 
community events. Coming together to pray, to encourage each other in the Word and to receive input for growth is 
often pushed aside by these community commitments. 

 

Last month Lydia found new layers in her cultural understanding 
as part of the bridal party for the very grand-scale wedding of 
the son of one of the farm staff. Hair extensions, braids and 
dancing were all new experiences for her. Mum and Dad haven’t 
been great at teaching Lydia to dance but her friends in the bridal 
party got her moving and she did really well on the day in front 
of a crowd. We discover many layers to Malawian culture 
through Lydia’s involvement with people. 

 

We discovered new geographical layers of Malawi, traveling to Mt 
Mulanje for SIM’s annual Spiritual Life Conference. It was 
refreshing for all of us and a great chance to connect with our SIM 
team who are mostly a few hours drive away from us. The theme 
was “Flourish” (Psalm 1) and it was great to see Hannah 
flourishing as she used her musical ability to help us all in worship. 

An essential layer in our lives is your support and prayer. We 
thank you for this and ask that you please pray for: 

*Lydia’s NCEA Exams. As an overseas student she will sit these 
earlier than NZ students, from October 17-24. Hannah will also sit 
one NCEA exam, Music. 

*A young girl who was injured when she ran in front of our car. 
She was taken to hospital but is OK. Please pray for her full 
recovery.  

* An intended tax by the Malawi government on the financial 
support received by missionaries. SIM Malawi leadership have 
had many long discussions and have received advice in order to 
understand the expectations, but the issue is not yet fully 
resolved. The intended tax could impact our support requirements significantly.  

*Maree as she continues to work away at Chichewa language learning and encourages a young childrens’ ministry 
leader wanting to establish a discipleship programme called “Today for Tomorrow”.  

*The ongoing ministry among the pastors, especially as we encourage  them to be clear on, and  to guard the vision 
God gives them in leading their churches. Pray that we’re able to build momentum in the training of other leaders.  
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