
Picton Baptist Church 1 May 2020

Dear Church Family 
Welcome to the fifth issue of this lockdown newsletter! I 
trust that you’re all doing well by God’s grace. At Alert Level 3 
we’re still continuing our services and meetings online via 
Zoom (thank God for this technology!). It’s very true, as some 
have said, that in this lockdown the church of Christ has 
never closed down because the church is not a building. We 
are the church.

Thank you. Again I want to say thank you to everyone who is 
doing anything to help and encourage others during this time. 
Thanks to our prayer warriors who pray regularly for our 
church family, for the sick and vulnerable, and for our 
community.  

Home Groups. It’s great that two of our home groups are 
continuing through the lockdown and providing 
opportunities for closer fellowship and belongingness. Check 
them out if you’re looking for a small group to join and belong 
to.

Sunday service. To prepare for this coming Sunday, you may like 
to ponder the theme and Scripture reading ahead of time:
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PBC meetings on 
Zoom 

• Sunday Service 10.00am 19th 
April (click here to join)                          

• Home Group – Tuesday 7.00pm 
(click here to join)                           

• Prayer Meeting – Wednesday 
10.30am (click here to join) 

• Home Group – Thursday 
7.00pm (click here to join) 

News from NZBMS 

Heading Home: After much 
discernment and discussion, Lizzie 
& Joel, and Sophie, Spencer & 
Emerson – NZBMS workers in 
South Asia – have made the 
decision to return to New 
Zealand. Pray for protection, a 
restful journey, and swift 
processing through airports. 

Do you need prayer? 

If you are aware of special needs 
that the Prayer Team can pray for 
please contact Lynn Whitlock on 
573 8858 or 027 733 9558. 

Quotable Quote 

 “Christianity has died many times 
and risen again, for it had a God 
who knew the way out of the 
tomb.” – G. K. Chesterton 

PBC NEWS 
We’re here to see lives changed by Jesus … meeting Him and becoming like Him. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83263958479
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88209316364
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86014133855
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82697884093
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83263958479
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88209316364
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86014133855
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82697884093
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• Theme: Standing firm for God 

• Reading: Daniel chapter 1

Testimonies: One of the siblings of late Michael Prendergast 
sent an encouraging note this week, saying: “Thank you for 
the Memorial Service for Michael last Thursday … The 
church was an important part of his life and we appreciate 
him being made to feel so welcomed.” 

Please keep sending in your testimonies so we can share how 
God is blessing and teaching you. 

Wes Anderson’s passing. I have been informed today that Wes 
Anderson went home to be with the Lord yesterday. He was a 
member of our church for many years and many of you knew 
him. A live service honouring Wes will be held next week 
online via Zoom. If you would like to attend the service 
contact Regan directly for the link and instructions: 027 929 
9519.

With love and blessings,

Deo

* * * Prayer Topics * * *

• Give thanks for the technology that enables us to have 
ONLINE CHURCH each week during lockdown. 

• Pray for the spiritual growth of our church family, and for 
blessings on our ministries including our outreach to the 
wider community.

• Pray for our services and meetings on Zoom to be a blessing 
to everyone.

• Pray that everyone be open to new ways of doing and being 
the church as Jesus leads us to be more missional right here in 
Picton and Marlborough.

• Pray for those you know who need healing. 

• Pray for all those involved in the education field. Pray also 
for the students that they would have the dedication and 
commitment to study well when left to their own devices at 
home. 

• Pray for Kim and Mary Robertson (missionaries we sponsor) 
in their ministry in Thailand.
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Psalm 23 - a paraphrase 

By Chuck Poncelow 

With the Creator of the universe 
as my protector, provider and 
guide, I shall never want for 
anything. He gives me rest in the 
midst of His abundance and 
refreshes and sustains me as 
would a quiet stream in the 
desert. When I am weary and 
withered inside, frightened and 
despairing, He lifts me up and 
makes me whole again. When I 
am confused and lost, when I am 
prideful and wrongheaded, He 
sets me straight and keeps me 
true because He has adopted me 
as His child and I wear His name. 
Even in the dark valleys of life, O 
Lord, when the shadow sweeps 
over me, as surely it will, and 
death touches my friends, my 
family, myself – even then I will 
not be afraid. Even in the face of 
that old enemy, I am fearless 
because You are at my side. I am 
secure in Your strength and 
comforted by Your constant care. 
The peace You give me is beyond 
my understanding. When I ought 
to be afraid, then Your presence 
settles around me and I feel 
perfectly at home. When fears 
and foes surround, You make me 
Your honoured guest, safe in Your 
care. Blessing follows upon 
blessing until they are beyond 
counting, until my mind cannot 
hold them all and my spirit is 
overwhelmed by the greatness of 
Your love … And beyond the 
days of my life, I shall still be His. 
Forever and forever, I will be His 
child. And He will be my Father 
and my Friend – forever.  

Newsletter items to Deo on 573 6315 or 
email pictonbaptist@gmail.com
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