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“God is so rich in kindness and grace that He 
purchased our freedom with the blood of His 
Son and forgave our sins. He has showered 
His kindness on us, along with all wisdom 

and understanding.” 
Ephesians 1:7–8 
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Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD (Cand) 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Songs ......................................... All together 

Blessed be Your Name 
For All You’ve Done 

Welcome/Notices/Offering ........................... Deo Vistar 
    Offertory Music ..................................... Mara Riwaka 
*Song ......................................................... All together 

You Are My King 
Communion .................................. Led by Bill Pettigrew 
*Congregational Singing ............................ All together 

10,000 Reasons 
How Great Is Our God 

Presentation on Russian Orphans ........... Jan Shapcott 
Sermon ........................................................ Deo Vistar 

“Praise God for Our Redemption” 
Ephesians 1:7–8 

Closing Song .............................................. All together 
To the Praise of His Glorious Grace 

Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Music Team: Garry Stanley (leader), Rihari Ohia 
(guitarist), Mara Riwaka (guitar), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), 
Steve Lavers (sound), Lynette Stanley (projector) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you.  
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you.  
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

 ray for the elderly members of our congregation     
 who are suffering from different sorts of 
ailments. Pray that their faith in Christ may grow 

stronger, and that (like the heroes of faith in Hebrews 
11) they may continue to hope for the world that is yet 
to come.  
      Continue to pray for healing and sustaining grace 
for Val Mooney, and for strength and comfort for 
husband Lyall.  
      Andy Baldwin has been suffering from severe pain 
in his back and one leg, and has been off work this 
week and the next two weeks. Pray for healing, 
comfort and rest. 

Graham and Gwenda Galbraith are travelling to 
Australia from 1–19 February to visit their daughter’s 
family living there. Pray that their health will not be 
adversely affected by the sweltering summer heat.  
      Cindy Holder is also travelling to Australia (leaving 
tomorrow) and will be staying for about a month with 
her children in Sydney. Pray for traveling mercies.  
      Our reflections on Ephesians 1, thus far, have 
taught us many important truths. We’ve been reminded 
how amazingly gracious God is – out of His sheer 
goodness He has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing. We’re profoundly moved by this, and 
while we cannot repay God sufficiently, we do desire to 
bless Him and live in continuing attitude of gratitude.  
      We’ve also seen who we are in Christ – in Him we 
are rich beyond measure. There’s no spiritual blessing 
that we lack.  
      The first spiritual blessing is our election as saints 
(v. 4). God chose us to be His even before He created 
the world. The second is our adoption into God’s family 
(v. 5). We are children of God in Christ, with all the 
benefits (and, of course, responsibilities) thereof.  The 
third is our being accepted in Christ (v. 6). Because we 
are in Christ and Christ is in us, we are fully accepted 
by the Father.   
      The fourth spiritual blessing is what we’re going to 
reflect upon today – the blessing of redemption (vv. 7–
8). Redemption is about God setting us free drom 
Satan’s rule, from sin, from death, from the world, from 
the flesh, through Christ’s death-and-resurrection, 
through the power of God’s Spirit. Jesus Christ is our 
Redeemer, and He purchased our freedom through the 
ransom of His blood. We are the redeemed of the Lord. 
Our freedom does not mean freedom to indulge in sin 
or selfish ways, but freedom to live for God. As Paul 
writes: “But thanks be to God that, though you used to 
be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form 
of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have 
been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
righteousness” (Romans 6:17–18). 
 
“Jesus Christ did not come into this world to make 
bad people good; He came into this world to make 

dead people live.” 
 

– Lee Strobel  
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PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN IRAN 

Taken from The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
n August 2017, an ayatollah from the city of Qom 
warned that more and more young Iranians were 
converting to Christianity. Iranian Muslims 

continue to turn to Christ, despite the fact that 
Christians are frequently arrested and jailed in terrible 
conditions, and that apostates from Islam can be 
executed under sharia law – although the last time this 
took place in Iran was in 1990 
      Historic Assyrian and Armenian Christian 
minorities, who have their own languages, are 
permitted to meet together (although there appears to 
be a gradual effort to eradicate historical evidence of 
Iran’s Christian past through the destruction of 
cemeteries belonging to Christian communities). 
However, Farsi-speaking Christians, i.e. converts from 
Islam, are often targeted by security forces. Meetings 
of Christian converts are raided by authorities, who 
confiscate Bibles, hymn books and other Christian 
literature; arrested believers are often detained without 
charge for extended periods and sometimes tortured. 
The state does not even recognise their conversion – 
Christians have been sentenced to whippings for 
taking communion, in line with sharia laws on drinking 
alcohol. 
      Iran, a majority Shia Muslim country which has 
been an Islamic Republic since 1979, is led by an 
Islamic cleric as Supreme Leader, who appoints key 
judicial and military posts. Hassan Rouhani – a so-
called moderate – was re-elected president in 2017, 
but since he came to power in 2013, the persecution of 
believers has intensified. Historic Christian 
communities do have limited political representation, 
but there were calls for all religious minorities 
(including Christians) to be barred from running in the 
2017 regional elections.  
      Pray especially for Iranian converts like Maryam 
Zargaran, who was accused of “undermining national 
security” and spent four deeply traumatising years in jail 
where she suffered from serious health problems; pray for 
physical and psychological healing of the scars of captivity 
and for protection for believers currently imprisoned. Give 
thanks for those who continue to turn to Christ despite 
increasing persecution from authorities. 

NOTICES 
 
Evangelism Team’s Meeting 
After worship today in the Children’s Ministry room 
 
Elders’ Meeting 
1st Feb (Thu) 10am in the Church Office 
 
Care Team Meeting 
2nd Feb (Fri) 1:30pm at Lynn Whitlock’s place (35 
South Terrace) 
 
Church Quarterly Meeting 
4th Feb (Sun), after worship. Agenda:  
• Pene Sarjeant’s Re-election as Elder (in absentia) 
• Church Music Review 
• Financial Report 
• Reports/Updates from: 

- Children’s Ministry 
- Youth Ministry 
- Evangelism  
- Home Groups 

• Other Matters 
 
Andy Baldwin’s Baptism 
At the Waikawa Bay on 11th Feb (Sunday) after the 
service 
 
Church Picnic  
On 11th Feb (Sunday) following Andy’s baptism 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
Two home groups are on this week: 
! Tuesday 10am at 90 Lindens Rd (Pene’s place). 

Please study p. 27 of My First Steps. 
! Thursday 7pm at 12 Lincoln St (Deo’s place). 

We’re going to reflect on Acts 2:42–47. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  4 Feb ..................... Laurie Stevenson & Steve Lavers  
11 Feb ............... Nelson & Judith Dodge (Communion)  
18 Feb .......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 
25 Feb ............. Ana Woolf & Linda Price (Communion) 
 

Sunday Friends’ Teaching 
 
  4 Feb ......................................................... Linda Price 
11 Feb ........................................................ Guan Vistar 
18 Feb ......................................................... Carol Tapp  
 
Note: There will be no Sunday Friends session on the 
fourth Sunday of each month, as we would like to 
provide an opportunity for children to worship with their 
parents.  
 

Music  
 
4 Feb: Guan Vistar (leading), Bronwyn Duffy 
(keyboard), Judith Stretton (singer), Steve Lavers 
(sound), Mara Riwaka (projector) 
 
11 Feb: Mara Riwaka (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Andy Baldwin (sound), Lynette Stanley 
(projector) 
 
18 Feb: Linda Ohia (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Steve Lavers (sound), Gyllian Macdonald (projector) 
 
25 Feb: Rihari Ohia (leading and guitar), Linda Ohia 
(singer), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Andy Baldwin (sound), 
Mara Riwaka (projector) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster. 
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