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“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.”  

Ephesians 6:12 (NIV) 
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Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

The Lord Reigns and Makes His Glory 
Known 

Welcome & Notices ................................ Pene Sarjeant 
Tithes & Offerings ....................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

Count Your Many Blessings 
Video Clip 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

In the Stars His Handiwork I See 
How Great Is Our God 

Message ....................................................... Deo Vistar 
The Reality of Spiritual Warfare 

Ephesians 6:10–12 
*Closing Song ............................................. All together 

We Are More Than Conquerors 
Prayer & Blessing ......................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Lynette 
Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      “We survived the winter,” said a couple of people in 
my home group last Thursday evening. When I think of 
the change of the seasons, I’m reminded of the hymn 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness, which says (in part): “Thou 
changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not. As Thou 
has been Thou forever wilt be.” That truth is all the 
more precious in the background of change we see all 

around us as well as in us. No matter what happens 
we can always count on the Lord’s unchanging 
faithfulness to His people.   
      Do pray for Bill Pettigrew. His surgery last Tuesday 
did go fine, but he was taken to hospital yesterday due 
to complications.  
      Te Mara Riwaka is away in Wellington this 
weekend as his mother, who is very unwell, has been 
taken to hospital. Pray for her healing and genuine 
encounter with the Lord Jesus.   
      Pray for members of our congregation who are 
away travelling and for those who are ill.  
      This morning we carry on with our series on 
Ephesians. We come today to that part of the book 
which speaks of spiritual warfare (6:10–18). But given 
the importance of this passage and of spiritual warfare 
itself (as a subject), I won’t rush through our text but 
will preach a sub-series of sermons on it. I pray this 
sub-series will richly bless our faith and strengthen our 
relationship with Christ. 
      Today we’re looking at 6:10–12, and we’re focusing 
on the reality of spiritual warfare. On this it’s crucial 
that we believe the Bible rather than the secular world. 
In the world you’ll find skepticism or outright denial of 
the reality of Satan and demons, and many doubters 
would say belief in demons is pre-scientific and naïve. 
On the other hand, there is also in the world too much 
fascination with things demonic, which in every case is 
unhealthy, deceptive and enslaving (think of, e.g., 
witchcraft, occultism, etc.). As Christians we cannot 
engage in any of these things or believe their lies.  
      Satan and demons are real, spiritual beings who 
are opposed to God and His people. No, they are not 
equal to God in power and essence, but they are 
powerful nonetheless, for they are angelic beings, 
though fallen and sinful. There are at least three ways 
whereby demons try to thwart God’s purposes. We can 
identify at least three ways of demonic activities: 
deception, temptation, and accusation. If you are a 
Christian, you are a particular target of Satan, for 
demons need not focus on people that already belong 
to Satan’s kingdom. But don’t be afraid, for “greater is 
He who’s in you than he who’s in the world” (1 John 
4:4).  
      This morning do reflect on the following points:  
• Accept the reality of Satan and evil spirits.  
• Come to terms with the evil nature of their intent 

and mission, over against God and His purposes. 

K 



• As you seek to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading in your daily life, also be sensitive to how 
evil spirits may be seeking to work against you, 
your family, your church, and your community.  

• Stand your ground in Christ, “resist the devil and 
he will flee from you” (James 4:7b).  

 
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN TURKMENISTAN 

From the Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
urkmenistan is an isolated and closed country, 
where the religious context is dominated by 
Islam and a presidential personality cult. In April 

2016 religious laws in Turkmenistan were further 
tightened when the option to register as a “religious 
group” that only required five adult members was 
removed from law; now the only option is a “religious 
organisation” that requires at least 50 adult members. 
      The Justice Ministry continues to stall applications 
by claiming that they contain “errors” which must be 
“corrected.” One church received official registration, 
which was then withdrawn. The church challenged this, 
as the law upholds freedom of religion. Officials 
responded by stating that Turkmenistan is a Muslim 
country. Some churches do not even attempt to 
register because they do not want to be under 
government control.  
      Turkmenistan’s Religious Affairs Department is 
staffed entirely by Muslims and rarely grants 
permission for anyone to import a Bible. Missionary 
activity is considered harmful to society. Christians are 
barred from social work. Muslims who become 
Christians are thrown out by their family and will 
usually lose their job. Converts are removed from any 
public office and come under intense pressure to return 
to Islam. 
      Former President Niyazov, who died in 2006, had 
established a quasi-religious cult of personality around 
himself. His book outlining this, the Ruhnama, 
dominated public life. A pervasive cult of personality 
has also emerged centred on current President 
Berdymukhamedov and this adds to the challenges 
faced by Christians. 
      Ethnic Turkmens account for around 80% of the 
population. Although Christianity in the region dates 

back to the third century, Turkmen identity is bound up 
with Islam. Christianity is viewed as associated with 
negative foreign influences. 
      Pray that churches will be permitted to re-register 
with the authorities so that they can function legally. 
Ask that the Lord will strengthen the faith of believers 
in Turkmenistan, and make a way for Bibles and 
Christian literature to be more freely distributed. 
Beseech God to raise up bold new leaders to shepherd 
His people through difficult times, and ask Him to give 
them wisdom in their dealings with the authorities.  
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Elders’ Meeting 
20th Sept (Thu) 1pm in the Church Office 
 
Picton Churches’ Combined Service 
30th Sept (Sun) 6pm at the Anglican Church. All 
welcome!  
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit and help you in 
your Christian walk. See schedule and contact details 
below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu on 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene 
on 573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary on 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Steve 
on 021 688 071 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers on 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Sunday Sunday Friends Contact Carol 

10:30am (Children’s Ministry)* on 027 7735 
263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  2nd Sept ........................... P Sarjeant & G Macdonald  
  9th Sept ......... L Stevenson & S Lavers (Communion)  
16th Sept .......................................... S & R Henderson 
23rd Sept ...................... B & M Pettigrew (Communion) 
30th Sept .......................................... A Woolf & L Price 

 
Music & Sound  

 
2nd Sept: (Deo Vistar) (leading), Jude Stretton 
(singer), Te Mara Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
9th Sept: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
16th Sept: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
23rd Sept: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Deo Vistar (singer), 
Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
30th Sept: Garry Stanley (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Lynette Stanley 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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