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The church is “built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, with Christ 

Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone!” 
Ephesians 2:20 

 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

I Stand Amazed 
Welcome/Notices ................................................... Deo 
Offering ...................................................... All together 
      Offertory Music .......................................... Te Mara  
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

Through It All 
God He Reigns 

The Servant-King 
Communion .................................. Led by Steve Lavers 
Sermon .................................................................. Deo 

Ephesians 2:19–22 
“Jesus Christ Our Sure Foundation” 

*Closing Song ............................................ All together 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

Prayer & Benediction ............................................. Deo 
 
*Praise Team: Allison Le Heux (leading), Johannes Hacker 
(guitar), Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Gwenda Galbraith 
(singer), Judith Stretton (singer), Mihi Raj (projector) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to PBC! Welcome to the 
worship this morning. A special welcome to 
those visiting today.  

      Last Easter Sunday, in the afternoon, my wife and I 
visited an elderly couple who are long-time members of 
our church. I was greatly encouraged to see the couple 
being strong and firm in their faith, and by God’s 
unfailing faithfulness in their lives. The “peace that 
surpasses human understanding” was evident in their 
lives: there’s no fear of the future, no fear of death, and 
there’s an anticipation of seeing Jesus face to face. 
Heaven is as real to them as the plants in their garden. 
That strength of faith was quite timely for Easter: we 
serve a Risen Lord and Saviour who abides with us 

today by His Spirit and whom we will physically see 
one day.  
This is related to the sermon this morning on 
Ephesians 2:19–22, where the apostle Paul describes 
the church as “built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief 
cornerstone” (v. 20). Paul continues: “In Him [Christ] 
the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in Him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in which 
God lives by His Spirit” (vv. 21–22).  
      Christ is the unshakable foundation and 
cornerstone of the church and of every Christian. In 
Him we will never be shaken.  
      Praise the Lord for the opportunity we had last 
Sunday to witness to our community. We received lots 
of positive and encouraging feeback from those who 
came. Although there was no palpable response from 
the non-churched in our community, we had quite a 
number of visitors, many of whom believers, who said 
they were blessed by the service. One such visitor 
came back to see me last Thursday to get a copy of 
the evangelistic video, because he also wants to share 
it with his non-Christian friends. So there is that ripple 
effect. Nothing that we do for the Lord is ever in vain.  
      Praise the Lord that John Stretton’s surgery for his 
melanoma was successful. The biopsy results that they 
got last Friday showed that John is clear of cancer. 
This is amazing news, and we rejoice with John and 
Jude! 
      Continue to pray for Nelson Dodge, who still 
experiences bouts of dizziness. Pray also for Georgine 
Raj who has been hospitalised due to kidney infection. 
 
 

A ROCK-SOLID FOUNDATION 
By Herbert Vander Lugt 

 
s Christians we can become so preoccupied 
with our earthly affairs that we shift our 
confidence from Jesus Christ to faith in our own 

intellect. Then something happens to shake the 
foundation on which we had been building. 
      Phillip E. Johnson, a gifted lawyer and primary 
spokesman for the Intelligent Design movement, 
suffered a stroke and was likely to have another. 
Plagued by frightening thoughts during those first few 
days after his stroke, he was profoundly touched when 
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a friend came and sang, “On Christ, the solid rock, I 
stand—all other ground is sinking sand.” 
Johnson writes, 
“What was the 
solid rock on 
which I stood? I 
had always prided 
myself on being 
self-reliant, and 
my brain was what 
I had relied on. Now the self with its brain was exposed 
as the shaky instrument it had always been. I was a 
Christian, even an ardent one in my worldly fashion, 
but now all the smoke was blown away, and I saw 
Truth close up.” He resolved to keep Jesus at the 
center of his life and is now a different man. 
      How quickly we rely on our intellect and reasoning, 
only to find that it is a “shaky instrument.” Let’s never 
forget that Jesus is the only rock-solid foundation of 
truth on which we can always depend. 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. —Mote 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN MALDIVES 

From The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
he tropical islands of the Maldives in the Indian 
Ocean are one of the most difficult places in the 
world to be a Christian. Islam is the state 

religion and citizens must be Muslim to hold public 
office in this popular tourist destination. 
      A Maldivian found with a Bible in their house faces 
a prison sentence. Propagation of a religion other than 
Islam is a criminal offence. It is illegal for Muslims to 
convert. 
      In 2016, the government passed the Defamation 
and Freedom Speech Act, criminalising comments 
against “any tenet of Islam.” 
      In September 2017, the government suspended 
one-third of all lawyers from practising, after they 
petitioned the Supreme Court to respect the rule of 
law. Christians are even more vulnerable if the 
government extends its control over the courts.  

      The Constitution states that rights and freedoms 
may “be limited in order to protect the tenets of Islam.” 
The constitution does not mention freedom of religion 
but allows “freedom of thought and the freedom to 
communicate opinions” provided this is done “in a 
manner that is not contrary [to Islam].” The Maldivian 
constitution is ambiguous as to whether Muslims who 
convert to Christianity could be stripped of their 
citizenship.  
      President Mohammed Nasheed’s election in 2008 
raised hopes for improved conditions for Christians. 
Nasheed advocated a “tolerant” form of Islam. 
However, he was forced out of office in 2012.  
      The country’s penal code is based on sharia. 
Although not all hudud punishments are implemented, 
floggings are carried out as a punishment for some 
crimes (the hudud laws are part of sharia which sets 
out punishments such as amputation, stoning and 
lashing for various specific crimes, in accordance with 
the Quran).  
      Intercede for believers in Maldives, suffering 
persecution at the hands of their own government. 
Pray that God will strengthen Christians in prison and 
the Holy Spirit will comfort and encourage isolated 
believers (2 Corinthians 3:17).  
 
	

NOTICES 
 
Shared Lunch and Meeting today 
We have a shared lunch and a church meeting after 
the service today.   
 
Visiting Preacher Next Sunday 
Dave Harris from Citizens Against Poverty is visiting 
next Sunday (the 15th) and will be giving a sermon.  
 
Stay Connected During the Week! 
The following home groups are on this week: 
• Tueday 10am at 90 Lindens Road. Study pp. 

lesson 6 (pp. 31ff) of My First Steps (contact Deo 
at 022 421 1405) 

• Tuesday 7pm at Kelvin & Carol Tapp’s home 
(contact 5735262 or 027 7735 263) 

• Thursday 7pm at 12 Lincoln St (contact Deo at 022 
421 1405). Study Acts 5:12–42. 

 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  1 Apr .......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew  
  8 Apr .............. D Le Heux & Pettigrews (Communion)  
15 Apr .......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 
22 Apr ........................ A Woolf & L Price (Communion) 
29 Apr ............................................ L Young & N Davis  
 

Children’s Church Teaching 
 
  1 Apr ........................................................ Guan Vistar 
  8 Apr ......................................................... Linda Price 
15 Apr ......................................................... Carol Tapp 
22 Apr ........................................................ Guan Vistar 
29 Apr ................................................... Family worship  
 
Note: There will be no Sunday Friends session on the last 
Sunday of each month, as we would like to provide an 
opportunity for children to worship with their parents.  
 

Music & Sound  
 
1 Apr: Guan Vistar (leading), Judith Stretton (singer), 
Te Mara Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
8 Apr: Allison Le Heux (leading), Johannes Hacker 
(guitar), Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Gwenda 
Galbraith (singer), Judith Stretton (singer), Mihi Raj 
(projector) 
 
15 Apr: Allison Le Heux (leading), Graham Galbraith, 
Judith Stretton (singer), Pare Raj (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
22 Apr: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Georgine & Mihi 
Raj (singers), Pare Raj (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
29 Apr: Leader TBA, Ana Woolf (keyboard), Pare and 
Mihi Raj (singers), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy 
Baldwin (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster. 
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