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“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May 

it be to me as you have said.”  
Luke 1:38 (NIV) 
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TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

• Opening Song 

• Welcome & Notices 

• Tithes & Offering 

• Singing 

• Communion 

• Message 

• Singing 

• Closing Prayer  
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
      The French have a proverb which says, “A good 
meal ought to begin with hunger.” It is hard to enjoy a 
meal when you are not yet hungry. But when you are 
hungry, anything tastes good! 
      If we come into worship with a hunger for God, we 
will be satisfied every time. Transformative worship 
begins with a hunger for the Lord. Hear the moving 
words of the psalmist in Psalm 42:1–2a: “As the deer 
pants for water, so I long for You, O God. I thirst for 
God, the living God.” 
      Last Sunday we concluded our series on 
Ephesians. We’ve devoted nearly 10 months on that 
book (and you probably have a hard time remembering 
much of our study, and I won’t blame you for that!), yet 
I feel we have only scratched the surface of God’s 

Word. If I would list a few key summative reflections 
from that series, they would include the following: 
1. More often than not we are ignorant of the 
stupendous blessings God has showered upon us in 
and through Christ. This sometimes manifests in our 
failure to reciprocate God’s awesome grace through 
genuine worship and dedicated Christian service. 
2. The extreme individualism and isolationism of the 
surrounding secular culture often means that even we 
Christians fail sometimes to appreciate the corporate 
dimensions of our Christian identity. In the words of 
Ephesians 4, we are one body of which Christ is the 
head.  
3. The real power of the Christian faith is not measured 
by our religiousity on Sunday mornings (although that 
too is important), but is practically shown by how we 
treat our spouses, our children, our parents, our 
employers, our employees, our neighbours and friends.  
4. Up to the end, the Christian life is a spiritual warfare 
against Satan and demons, the flesh, and the world, 
and victory in this struggle can come only through 
God’s power and if we put to use the full armour of 
God.  
      As we enter into the Christmas season (today 
being the first Sunday of Advent), we’re going to 
embark on a five-part sermon series, which begins 
today with our look at the annunciation of Christ’s birth 
by angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:26–38).  
      I’m aware of the common objections against 
celebrating Christmas, the most common of which is 
that “Christmas” originated from a pagan festival. 
Moreover, as we may be all aware of, Christ may not 
have been actually born on 25 December, but perhaps 
in April. There is also the comment that Christ did not 
actually command His followers to celebrate His birth 
but His death. That is certainly true, but neither did He 
forbid His followers from celebrating the fact that the 
Son of God has come to earth.  
      When I look at the New Testament, I see joy and 
celebration due to Jesus’ birth, and this is what we 
want to see in our Church, our homes, and 
communities (certainly not just on Christmas). This is 
not to overlook the hardship (and suffering) that the 
birth of Christ inevitably brought about on Mary and 
Joseph, and especially the ruthless murder of babies in 
Bethlehem done by Herod. Even right now as we come 
into the Christmas season, life is not free from hardship 
and suffering even here in the developed (and so 
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called “free”) world. We sustain different sorts of 
sufferings – physical (due to old age or illness), 
emotional, and so on. And, at the risk of sounding 
pessimistic, if for some of us life is so good, that 
goodness is never permanent and absolute on this 
side of eternity.  
      Life in the first-century AD was hard and tough for 
most people in Israel. In that context God broke into 
the world by sending His one and only Son, not in a 
way that the US President would conduct his trips – on 
Air Force One and with massive security detail – but in 
utterly humble ways that the religious leaders in Israel 
did not even recognise him.  
      We joyfully celebrate the birth of Christ just as the 
shephereds in Luke 2, when the angels told them 
about Christ’s birth, left their sheep out in the fields and 
hurried to see the baby in town. We celebrate Christ’s 
birth just as a group of “wise men” in Matthew 2 
journeyed for a very long time across vast distances to 
greet the newborn King.  
      Along this thought we celebrate Christmas, or a 
better term is Advent, here at our Church.  
      Speaking of Christmas, happening this afternoon 
(2:30pm) is the Picton Christmas Parade and Concert. 
I’m thankful that the organisers have called a 
Christmas Parade (Auckland has a similar event but 
they call it the Santa Parade! Picton is closer to the 
truth!). Many of us from PBC (and the other local 
Churches) are actively involved in it through our 
Combined Churches Float and the prayer table that the 
Christian Life Centre are putting up at the concert 
venue on the foreshore. Pray for the Spirit’s blessing 
upon our witness. “Lord, may the people of Picton 
come to know Christ, the reason for the season.”  
      Do keep Bill Barratt in your prayers as he 
recuperates from the medical procedure he underwent 
last Wednesday. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Picton Christmas Parade & Concert 
Today at 2:30pm. Assembly time for the float: 1:30pm 
on Broadway St cnr Wellington St. Assembly time for 
the float participants: 2pm. There’s an opportunity for 
prayer prior to the Parade, at 1:30–2:00pm, at the 
Union Parish building, organised by the Christian Life 
Centre. 

PBC Meeting 
On 9 Dec (Sunday) right after the service. Agenda: 
• Confirmation of the minutes of the previous 

meeting 
• Finance 

o Proposed Budget 2018–2019 
o Financial Performance 2017–2018 

• Re-election of Stu Henderson as Elder 
 
Children’s Christmas Party 
On 22 Dec (Sat) at 3–4pm here at the Church. We 
expect a number of children (and their parents) from 
the wider community to attend.  
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit and help you in 
your Christian walk. See schedule and contact details 
below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu on 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene 
on 573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary on 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Steve 
on 021 688 071 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers on 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol 
on 027 7735 
263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  2nd Dec ............... Bill & Mary Pettigrew (Communion)  
  9th Dec ............................................ A Woolf & L Price  
16th Dec ............ Nelson & Judith Dodge (Communion) 
23rd Dec ............................... Daniel & Allison Le Heux 
30th Dec ................... L Young & N Davis (Communion) 

 
Music & Sound  

 
2nd Dec: Allison Le Heux (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Bill Pettigrew 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
9th Dec: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Allison Le Heux 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
16th Dec: Guan (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Steve 
Lavers (sound) 
 
23rd Dec: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector) 
 
30th Dec: Allison Le Heux (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Bill Pettigrew 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 


