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“In Him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of Him who 
works out everything in conformity with the 

purpose of His will, in order that we, who were 
the first to hope in Christ, might be for the 

praise of His glory.” 
Ephesians 1:11–12 

 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD (Cand) 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

Mighty to Save 
Welcome/Notices/Offering ........................... Deo Vistar 
    Offertory Music .................................. Bronwyn Duffy 
*Congregational Singing ............................ All together 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
Glorify 

Sermon ........................................................ Deo Vistar 
The Blessing of Our Inheritance in Christ 

Ephesians 1:9–14 
*Closing Song ............................................ All together 

Glorify 
Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Music Team: Guan Vistar (leader), Bronwyn 
Duffy (pianist), Judith Stretton (singer), Steve Lavers (sound), 
Lynn Whitlock (projector) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

raise God that Pene, Daniel and Allison have 
safely made it to Africa and are doing well there. 
Continue to pray for their safety and the 

fruitfulness of their work there.  
      Praise God also for an encouraging improvement 
with Val Mooney’s health condition. She has been 
confined in the Marlborough Hospice this week, and 
will be moving out this coming week.  
      Continue to pray for Andy Baldwin who still suffers 
from pain in his back and one leg. Pray also for the 
strength of the inner man.  
      Pray for God’s provisions and guidance upon the 
Raj family as they look for a rental property.   
      This being a Waitangi weekend, many of our 
church family are away on travel – a number overseas. 
Pray for safety on our roads and a restful time with 
family and friends.  

We have a quarterly church family meeting (first for the 
year) today shortly after the service. Pray for God’s 
blessing and guidance, and for PBC to be one in heart 
and spirit. In addition to the usual financial and ministry 
reports, we are going to be voting (if we can meet the 
quorum) on the re-election of Pene Sarjeant to the 
Eldership. We’re also going to briefly discuss a review 
of PBC music.  
      We often think that miracles are a rarity these days, 
and we sometimes feel that God is distant or absent. 
But the truth is, we are surrounded by miracles each 
day, and God is not only near us – He is with us and in 
us. The problem is, many Christians have been 
securalised in the way they look at reality – including 
the reality of physical creation. According to Augustine, 
there are two kinds of miracles. There is a kind of 
miracles that only produces amazement but does not 
impact the life of the onlooker. Think of a flying man, 
for example. The second kind of miracles is one that 
leads the beholder to faith in and worship of God. I 
pray that the eyes of our faith be opened to see God’s 
wonders all around us (including wonders of nature), 
and that our faith be thereby strengthened.  
      Today’s sermon, entitled “The Blessing of Our  
Inheritance in Christ,” is the last from the section of 
Eph 1:3–14. If you are a Christian, do you know your 
inheritance in Christ? 
This is a foundational 
subject, yet we 
seldom think about it 
because, like the 
world around us, we 
seem to focus more 
on material things. 
We need to repent of 
this wrong focus, and 
“set our minds on 
things above, not on 
earthly things … 
When Christ, who is our life, appears, then we also will 
appear with Him in glory” (Col 3:2, 4).  
      We cannot now fully know the full extent and scope 
of our inheritance in Christ, but we will one day. The 
prophet Isaiah writes (which Paul quotes in 1 Cor 2:9): 
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love 
him” (Isa 64:4).  
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PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN IRAQ 

Taken from The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
t was not just Daesh [Islamic State, IS] who 
destroyed our homes, it was also our 
neighbours, the ones we considered our 

friends … How can we possibly live somewhere we 
don’t feel welcome or safe?” said an 80-year old 
Christian, living in a Christian displaced people’s camp 
in Erbil, northern Iraq (Kurdistan). Even though Mosul 
and the surrounding towns have been “liberated” from 
Islamic State (IS), many Christians remain wary of 
returning because of the threat of further persecution. 
A Muslim resident of Mosul said, “If I was a Christian, I 
wouldn’t go back.” His own home was occupied by 
victorious Iraqi security forces and he recalls, 
“neighbours told us to take the house of a Christian 
who used to live four doors down.” Christians’ homes 
have been occupied, destroyed and in some cases 
fraudulently sold, as has happened to Christian 
properties in Baghdad – many families who have fled 
to other countries or are displaced within Iraq have 
nowhere to return to.  
      More than 75% of Iraq’s Christian population 
(around 1.5 million believers in 1990) have left the 
country due to anti-Christian violence which began 
after the 1990-1 Gulf War and intensified after the fall 
of Saddam Hussein’s regime in 2003. Such violence 
included murders, kidnappings and attacks on church 
buildings and Christian-owned businesses. The 
conquest of Iraq’s historic main Christian region by IS 
in 2014 then triggered a mass exodus. The Christians 
who remain face an uncertain future, in a country led 
by a fragmented Shia government, which is not 
supported by many minority Sunnis. Even government 
officials have admitted that a generation of Muslims, 
inspired by a “culture of hate” refuse to peacefully 
coexist with Christians. 
      Lift up the many Iraqi Christian refugees and 
displaced believers who, having fled a genocide, can 
no longer imagine a future in the country which was 
once their home. Pray that the Lord will watch over His 
people who have suffered so much and guide them 
into the future.  
 

 

NOTICES 
 
PBC Family Meeting Today 
We aim to finish the service at 11am, and then have 30 
minutes of morning tea and fellowship in the foyer. 
Then we’ll have the meeting at 11:30am back in the 
worship hall. 
 
Youth Ministry  
Pray for PBC Youth Ministry as it resumes on 14th 
February here at church. Pray for Mary who’s leading 
it, and for the youth members.  
 
Andy Baldwin’s Baptism 
At the Waikawa Bay on 11th Feb (Sunday) after the 
service 
 
Church Picnic  
On 11th Feb (Sunday) following Andy’s baptism 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
One home group is on this week: 
- Thursday 7pm at 12 Lincoln St (Deo’s place). We’re 
going to reflect on Acts 3:1–10. 
 
Tuesday 10am Home Group on a 3-week break 
The Tuesday 10am home group at Pene’s place (90 
Lindens Rd) will not meet this coming Tuesday 
(because it’s a holiday) and in the next two Tuesdays 
(as Deo will be away). The group will reconvene on 
27th Feb.  
 
Stu’s Home Group Reconvenes on 13th Feb 
5 Amelia Cres – contact Stu at 022 323 3691. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  4 Feb ..................... Laurie Stevenson & Steve Lavers  
11 Feb ............... Nelson & Judith Dodge (Communion)  
18 Feb .......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 
25 Feb ............. Ana Woolf & Linda Price (Communion) 
 

Sunday Friends’ Teaching 
 
  4 Feb ......................................................... Linda Price 
11 Feb ........................................................ Guan Vistar 
18 Feb ......................................................... Carol Tapp  
 
Note: There will be no Sunday Friends session on the 
fourth Sunday of each month, as we would like to 
provide an opportunity for children to worship with their 
parents.  
 

Music  
 
4 Feb: Guan Vistar (leading), Bronwyn Duffy 
(keyboard), Judith Stretton (singer), Steve Lavers 
(sound), Lynn Whitlock (projector) 
 
11 Feb: Mara Riwaka (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Andy Baldwin (sound), Lynette Stanley 
(projector) 
 
18 Feb: Linda Ohia (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Steve Lavers (sound), Gyllian Macdonald (projector) 
 
25 Feb: Rihari Ohia (leading and guitar), Linda Ohia 
(singer), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Andy Baldwin (sound), 
Mara Riwaka (projector) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster. 
 

“I 


