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Hello Church Family 
Welcome to the sixth issue of this lockdown newsletter! Hope 
you are faring well and Level 3 has given you a bit of a break in 
the weather. I want to encourage you with the words of Psalm 
30.5, “Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes in 
the morning.” C H Spurgeon explains that verse by saying: 

“Christian, if you are in a night of trial, think of tomorrow; 
cheer up your heart with the thought of the coming of your 
Lord. Be patient, for behold He comes with clouds 
descending … It may be all dark now, but it will soon be light; 
it may be all trial now, but it will soon be all joy. What matters 
it though ‘weeping may endure for a night,’ when ‘joy comes 
in the morning?’” 

Moving Down from Alert Level 3. We wait to hear Monday week 
whether or not we will move to Alert Level 2. There will still 
be a number of restrictions at Alert Level 2 especially 
regarding cleaning, physical distancing, size of gatherings, and 
contact tracing. As advised by the Baptist Union, we are not 
going to begin physically gathering for worship at Alert Level 
2 until we are confident we have the necessary health and 
safety protocols in place even if this means postponing 
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PBC meetings on 
Zoom 

• Sunday Service 10.00am 10th 
May (click here to join)                          

• Home Group – Tuesday 7.00pm 
(click here to join)                           

• Prayer Meeting – Wednesday 
10.30am (click here to join) 

• Home Group – Thursday 
7.00pm (click here to join) 

Updates & prayer requests 
from NZBMS 

• Joel, Lizzie, Ryan, Sophie, Spencer 
& Emerson arrived safely back to 
NZ last week and are spending their 
mandatory 2 week isolation in an 
Auckland hotel. Everyone is doing 
great. Please pray for these 2 
families as they continue to work for 
their respective businesses from 
NZ. 

• East Asia: Happy Day Kindergarten 
and Skyline Language School are 
preparing to reopen this month. 
Pray for the businesses as they deal 
with months of low income. Pray 
also for the preparation of materials 
and classrooms. May the Lord 
sustain the East Asia team during 
this busy time. 

• Ramadan: Muslims around the 
world are currently observing the 
month of Ramadan (23 April-23 
May). Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
move amongst Muslim people. Pray 
that Jesus would reveal Himself in 
ways that show He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life.

PBC NEWS 
We’re here to see lives changed by Jesus … meeting Him and becoming like Him. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82497037498
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798645002
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87631689320
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82252788922
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82497037498
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798645002
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87631689320
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82252788922
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restarting services at the church building for a week or so 
after entering Alert Level 2. We will keep you informed about 
protocols and when we will be opening the doors of our house 
of worship again. I say “house of worship” because I don’t 
want anyone to think that we have ever stopped being the 
church or that what we do through Zoom is less than being 
church. The church is the body of Christ, people who love 
and follow Jesus. For this weekend and the coming week at 
least, Sunday services and home groups will still be via Zoom, 
and the church building will remain closed. Also, our 
midweek prayer meeting on Zoom will continue this coming 
week. 

Thank yous. Again, many thanks for all you are doing to 
support the ministries of our church at this time. Your gifts, 
your generosity, your participation are greatly appreciated and 
needed. Thank you to everyone who is doing anything to help 
folk during this time from working in essential services to 
grocery shopping for the vulnerable and making a friendly 
phone call.  

Thinking ahead to Sunday. To prepare for this coming Sunday, 
you may like to ponder the theme and Scripture text ahead of 
time:

• Theme: God’s Indestructible Kingdom 

• Reading: Daniel chapter 2

Mothers Day thoughts. This Sunday 10th May is Mothers Day. 
Special greetings to all our mums and those who have been 
like mothers to us. 

Update on Rachel Barratt: Rachel is currently receiving care at 
Seaview Home. Pray for her complete recovery, and that soon 
she would be able to return home. Pray also for Bill.

Mike Hill: Pray for healing for Mike. Ask the Lord to bless 
Mike’s appointment with his specialist this coming week.

Testimonies: If you have a testimony of what God is teaching 
you or how He has blessed you during these past many weeks 
of lockdown, please let me know so we can include you in our 
next service or include your story in our next newsletter.

Pray for: 

• Those who are lonely: often elderly and ill people are 
incredibly lonely. Pray about ways to bring joy to their lives 
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A Prayer for Wholeness 

Author Unknown 

God of our ancestors’ faith, we bless 
You – sing of Your love, now and 
forever. 

We bless Your holy and glorious 
name, we bless You on the height of 
the mountains, we bless You in deep 
and secret places – sing of Your love, 
now and forever. 

We bless You in songs of animals and 
birds, we bless You in the sounds of 
the city, we bless You even in the 
midst of distress – sing of Your love, 
now and forever. 

We bless You on the lips of 
courageous people, we bless You in 
places where justice flows – sing of 
Your love, now and forever. 

We bless You in the Crucified and 
Risen; we bless You, great Trinity of 
love – sing of Your love, now and 
forever. 

A Mother’s Day Prayer 

Author Unknown 

I said a Mother’s Day prayer for you, 
to thank the Lord above,                    
for blessing me with a lifetime of your 
tenderhearted love.                                 
I thanked God for the caring you’ve 
shown me through the years, for the 
closeness we’ve enjoyed, in time of 
laughter and of tears. 

And so, I thank you from the heart for 
all you’ve done for me,                     
and I bless the Lord for giving me the 
best mother there could be!  

Do you need prayer? 

If you are aware of special needs that 
the Prayer Team can pray for please 
contact Lynn Whitlock on 573 8858 
or 027 733 9558. 

Newsletter items to Deo on 573 6315 or 
email pictonbaptist@gmail.com
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and that God would comfort them. 

•  For the leaders of our church as they discern processes and make decisions so that we can continue 
to do God’s work and serve His people.

“Almighty God, our Father in heaven, thank You for all Your loving care and great generosity. We ask Your help for 
people troubled by the coronavirus. Comfort the bereaved. Heal those who are ill. Help those who care for the sick. 
Guide those seeking remedy. Give wisdom to our leaders. In our own need we also remember the millions in the 
world suffering from other causes – starvation, diseases, war, strife. Bring all needy people to know Your love and to 
turn to You. May we remember that Your love for us is greater than the sky is above the earth. We pray in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.”

With love and blessings

Deo

Picton Foodbank 

The Picton Foodbank has continued to operate 
throughout Levels 4 and 3 of the lockdown and will 
continue to do so going forward. The red donation bin 
was removed from Picton Fresh Choice for health and 
safety reasons; however you can continue to donate non-
perishable items by calling the Picton Foodbank phone 
humber and making arrangements with the coordinator. 

You can also support the Picton Foodbank by making an 
online financial donation. Call for account details. 

Picton Foodbank: 022 010 5591
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