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“But among you there must not be even a hint of 
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or 
of greed, because these are improper for God’s 

holy people.” 
Ephesians 5:3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 

Phone: (03) 573 6315 
Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

In Christ Alone 
Welcome & Notices ................................ Pene Sarjeant 
Tithes & Offerings ...................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

Glorify 
O Lord We Seek Your Face 

Communion ................................ Led by Pene Sarjeant 
Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 

“Living in the Light” 
Ephesians 5:3–14 

*Closing Song ............................................ All together 
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

Prayer & Blessing ........................................ Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Allison Le Heux (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Judith Stretton (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      We all know how, often from experience, hard it is 
to reach our community for Christ. But that hardness 
must not deter us from finding ways to send the gospel 
across. We know too that although the wider 
communities are spiritually hard and arid, there are 
always “red apples” ready for harvest. We need to go 
out, collectively and individually, to look for these “red 
apples” and harvest them.  
      I was deeply conscious that the Art Gallery last 
weekend had an important missional aspect to it. And it 

was great that the SUN newspaper agreed to run a 
story about it, where not only the name of our church 
was mentioned, but also God’s name. If you haven’t 
seen that story, it’s posted on the bulletin board in the 
foyer. So that was an awesome promotion of our 
church and of God’s name throughout Marlborough.  
      There was a good number of visitors who came to 
the Gallery, some of whom left comments on the 
visitors’ book. A visitor from Blenheim wrote: 
“Impressive! Great model to follow!” Another visitor 
from Blenheim said: “Awesome, very talented people!” 
A visitor from Picton wrote: “Definitely a celebration of 
creativity … Thank you!”  
      Many thanks to the Gallery’s organising team as 
well as to those who displayed their works. Well done! 
      Today’s message is entitled “Living in the Light,” 
based on Ephesians 5:3–14. This passage reminds us 
that we are God’s people – we have a new identity in 
Christ. We no longer belong to the world. That identity 
then provides the basis for our lifestyle (v. 3a: “since 
you are God’s people”; v. 8b: “since you have become 
the Lord’s people”; etc.). 
We are expected to 
conduct ourselves in 
accordance with the highest 
standards of Christian 
morality (note v. 3: “among 
you there must not be even 
a hint of sexual immorality 
…”).  
      Note the warning in v. 
5: “You may be sure that 
that no one who is immoral, 
indecent, or greedy (for 
greed is a form of idolatry) 
will ever receive a share in the Kingdom of Christ and 
of God.” Also in v. 6b: “God’s anger will come upon 
those who do not obey him.” See further Gal 5:19–21. 
      Therefore let us turn away from every form of 
sexual immorality, indecency, greed and the like. And 
as we commit ourselves to a Christlike lifestyle, we 
acknowledge our weakness and our constant need for 
God’s ongoing redemptive power expressed through 
His Spirit and fostered in the community of faith. When 
breaches of these commitments occur, we encourage 
the practice of repentance, confession, pardon, 
correction, and redemptive discipline when necessary.  
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PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN SYRIA 

From The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
he situation in Syria varies widely. At the time of 
writing, security remains precarious. Six long 
years of war have left many Christians facing 

grueling hardship, 
even as they mourn 
the loss of loved 
ones – some of 
whom were 
martyred for their 
faith in the Lord 
jesus. Food 
shortages, a lack of 
employment opportunities and bombed-out homes are 
just some of the difficulties they endure on a daily basis 
in some parts of the country. A Barnabus Fund partner 
in Aleppo said, “This situation of ‘neither war nor 
peace’ does not encourage the hundreds of thousands 
of Alepins, who are refugees or displaced, to return … 
why rebuild if there is no peace or economic 
recovery?” 
      Before the war, around 10% of Syria’s population 
were Christians. They were treated with respect and 
equality, until the rise of Islamist groups, including 
Islamic State, fuelled violent anti-Christian persecution. 
While Western media largely focused on the Syrian 
army’s war against the rebels, Christians were the 
targets of kidnappings and murders at the hands of 
Islamist rebel groups – the Christian quarter of Aleppo 
was bombarded with rockets and mortars for months 
on end.  
      There are thought to be at least half a million 
Christians among the five million refugees who have 
fled Syria since the violence began in 2011. Many of 
them have been facing discrimination and sometimes 
violence in the countries where they have fled, while 
those who manage to reach Europe are at risk of being 
attacked in Muslim-dominated refugee shelters and 
often find it extremely difficult to claim asylum. 
      Lift up in prayer those largely forgotten believers 
who remain in Syria in extremely difficult 
circumstances. Pray especially for elderly Christians, in 
places like Aleppo, where each day is a struggle to 
survive; ask that the Lord will provide for all their 

needs. Pray for the many Syrian Christians in other 
countries that they will be comforted by the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and will be welcomed into the family of 
believers around the world.   
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Combined Worship 
Picton Churches will hold a combined service today at 
6pm at St Joseph’s Catholic Church. All welcome.  
 
Elders’ Meeting 
2nd August (Thu) at 1pm 
 
Care Team Meeting 
3rd August (Friday) 1:30 at church 
 
Dinner Collective 
5th August (Sunday) at 6pm here at Church. It’s not 
just a dinner fellowship; by this we hope to eventually 
lead non-believers to Christ. Prayerfully consider 
inviting a non-Christian friend along, as this is our main 
means of promoting this ministry.  
 
Church Family Quarterly Meeting 
12th August (Sunday) following a shared lunch 
 
Shared Lunch on the 12th 
We will have a shared lunch at church on the 12th in 
conjunction with our quarterly meeting. 
 
This Week’s Regular Ministries at a Glance 
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu at 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene at 
573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary at 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday Prayer meeting in the Contact Steve 

9:30am Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Lavers at 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol at 
027 7735 263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  5th August .................................. Bill & Mary Pettigrew  
12th August ..... Ana Woolf & Linda Price (Communion)  
19th August .............................. Nelson & Judith Dodge 
26th August .... Daniel & Allison Le Heux (Communion) 
 

 
Music & Sound  

 
5th August: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
12th August: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
19th August: (Deo Vistar) (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara Riwaka 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
26th August: (Deo Vistar) (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Jude Stretton 
(singer), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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