
restrict their faith. Pray that the Russian government 
would rescind the “anti-terror” amendments and allow 
our brothers and sisters in Christ to live out their faith 
without fear of prosecution. Praise God for the growing 
Church but also pray for protection for Christians in 
Russia, from fines, imprisonment or other persecution.  

 
 

NOTICES 
 
This Week’s Regular Ministries at a Glance 
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu at 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene at 
573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary at 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
home (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers at 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol at 
027 7735 263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
Prayer Requests from the Morrises in Malawi 
• Mothly pastors’ meetings. These are developing 

well. Please pray for direction for appropriate 
input and structure so that the pastors are 
continually strengthened. 

• Misasa 13–15th July. This is an annual regional 
gathering of the AEC Church. Kingsley is the 
speaker, the theme is “Becoming and Making 

Disciples.” Pray that people will recognise the 
difference between “doing church” and being a 
disciple. 

• Spiritual Life Conference 23–28th July. This is 
the annual conference of the SIM team in 
Malawi. This is one of the few opportunities for 
Lydia and Hannah to be part of a bigger expat 
community; pray that this will be a blessing to 
them. 

 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
1st July ....................... S & R Henderson (Communion)  
8th July ................................... L Stevenson & S Lavers  
15th July ...... P Sarjeant & G Macdonald (Communion) 
22nd July ............................................... D & A Le Heux 
29th July ............... L Young and N Davis (Communion) 
 

Music & Sound  
 
1st July: Deo Vistar (leading), Ana Woolf (keyboard), 
Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
8th July: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
15th July: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
22nd July: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
29th July: (Deo Vistar) (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Gyllian Macdonald 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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“Do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the 

way you live. Remember, He has identified you 
as His own, guaranteeing that you will be saved 

on the day of redemption.” 
Ephesians 4:30 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 

Phone: (03) 573 6315 
Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 



TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Songs ......................................... All together 

You are the King of Glory 
The Lord Reigns 

Welcome & Notices ................................................ Deo 
Offering ....................................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

10,000 Reasons 
As We Gather May Your Spirit Work  

Within Us 
Purify My Heart 

Message ....................................................... Deo Vistar 
“A Further Look at Putting Off        

and Putting On” 
Ephesians 4:28–32 

*Closing Song ............................................. All together 
Purify My Heart 

Prayer & Blessing ................................................... Deo 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Judith Stretton (singer), 
Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service.  

 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
      One thing I love about the church is community, 
and here at PBC we have a strong sense of 
community. That’s important because none of us 
grows in isolation. At one point many years ago I tried 
isolating myself from church community, because the 
church didn’t quite fit my liking. But that was 
counterproductive for me: I realised I became weaker 
spiritually and because I was a true Christian I felt the 
strong urge of God for me to return and be committed 

to His local body. I heeded God’s call and became 
committed to the church. Let’s nurture a stronger 
community here at PBC. Resist the urge to isolate 
yourself, because that won’t do you any good.  
      The book of Ephesians in the New Testament 
(which we’ve been reflecting upon) presents a 
wonderful vision (God’s vision) for the church. This is a 
vision I commend to us as a local church. That vision 
flows out of our spiritual identity as a renewed 
humanity in Christ through the Spirit. So we speak and 
behave as renewed people. No, we’re not perfect 
people! We do sin – but we don’t live in it. We are in 
the world, but not of it. We’re not sinless, but sinning 
less and less.  
      Christ Himself said, “You are like salt for all 
humankind … You are like light for the whole world … 
Your light must shine before people, so that they will 
see the good things you do and praise your Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:13–16).  
      In our series on Ephesians we’re still looking at the 
principle of putting off the old self and putting on the 
self. This is a command that goes to all of us whether 
you’re a long-time Christian or a new one. We’re not 
passive in our Christian walk. We deliberately put off 
any sinful habits or thoughts and replace them with 
good thoughts and actions. Talk to any mature 
Christian, and s/he will tell you that a rich Christian life 
is a daily decision to put to death the deeds of 
darkness and to activate the deeds of God’s Spirit. 
Today let’s commit ourselves again to God’s loving 
care to live for Him each day and to put to death our 
old sinful nature. And here’s my additional good news 
for you: this is the true path to blessings.  
      I will be away in Wellington from Monday to 
Wednesday this week for the Baptist Union’s LEAD 
conference. A number of our church people are 
needing prayer cover for their physical healing. There 
are also some needing healing on their hearts and 
spirits. Some others need both physical and spiritual 
healing.  
      Here’s a verse from an old hymn you may be 
familiar with: “What a friend we have in Jesus; all our 
sins and griefs to bear. What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer. O what peace we often 
forfeit, O what needless pain we bear; all because we 
do not carry everything to God in prayer.”  

     Blessings to you and your family!  

PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED 
CHURCH IN RUSSIA 

From The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
ight state controls, coupled with poorly defined 
laws, make it very hard for many evangelical 
Christians in Russia to share their faith with 

others freely and without threat of punishment. 
Independent religious activity is seen as a threat by the 
Russian government, which introduced amendments to 
the Religion Law in 2016 to restrict “missionary activity” 
– in practice, this 
allows prosecution 
for nearly any 
speech or social 
media post and 
books to be put on 
a list of banned 
materials and has 
been used to bring prosecutions against many 
Christians 
      Evangelical Christians (who have grown in number 
since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991) have, 
together with other religious minorities, experienced 
increasing persecution at the hands of Russian 
authorities. In 2017, a Christian missionary from India 
became the first known person to be deported from 
Russia under the draconian 2016 Religion Law. Since 
the amended laws came into force, many prosecutions 
have been brought by authorities against Christians. 
Suspicion reigns towards Protestant churches, which 
do not have historical connection to Russian 
nationalism and are not affiliated with state-controlled 
organisations. Fines can be imposed on Christians 
who engage in anything considered to be “missionary 
activity” which includes inviting people to their church.  
      Russia has an estimated population of 146 million 
and is the world’s largest country by land mass. The 
North Caucasus region in south-western Russia is a 
particularly dangerous area for Christians. Statements 
supporting Islamic State have been made by some 
militant groups in the region. The area is home to a 
Muslim majority population, except for North Ossetia 
and there are several separatist movements, including 
in Chechnya. 
      Lift up in prayer Christians and church leaders in 
Russia, who live under daily threat from laws which  
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