
 
 
 

 
 

 
293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220  

Office Ph: 573 6315  Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

 
15 May 2020 
 

Re: Church at Covid-19 Alert Level 2 
 
Dear Church Family 
 
As you would be aware by now, the Government has decided that it would be best to follow 
a phased approach in introducing Level 2 regulations. This means that worship services 
cannot commence just yet as physical gatherings are limited to 10 people in number, until 
further Government advice which is scheduled to be announced on Monday 25th May. Even 
though we might be disappointed by this turn of events, we are thankful to God that the 
recorded rate of Covid-19 infections is reducing. We are reminded of Paul’s words in 
Philippians 4.6–7: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
In the meantime, a few of us will begin to prepare our building for re-entry (i.e. cleaning, 
etc.) and putting in place necessary protocols and safety guards for gatherings at Level 2.  
 
Therefore: 
 

1. Sunday services will be via Zoom for at least 17th May and 24th May. 
2. Midweek prayer meeting will also continue on Zoom. 
3. Home groups and other small gatherings are allowed to meet as long as they can 

ensure the following safety practices: 
a. Maximum of 10 people 
b. One-metre physical distancing must be maintained between households 
c. Contact tracing: This has to happen at every gathering. Attached is a form that 

you can use, either electronically or physically to record each person who comes 
to the meeting, each time. Send these forms or a picture of these forms to 
pictonbaptist@gmail.com after each meeting so we can store the information on 
our database to aid with any contact tracing that might be needed. We will be 
doing this across all gatherings associated with Picton Baptist Church. 

d. Cleanliness: Practice good handwashing and ensure there is enough soap or hand 
sanitiser available at the host home. Keep surfaces clean.  



e. Food and drink: You are able to offer food and drink, but these have to be 
individually served, i.e. no buffets or plates of biscuits that people can grab from.  

 
More freedom/Stay safe 
Going to Alert Level Two does give us more freedom and a chance to reconnect with friends 
and family. Hopefully, this will bring much-needed relief and help us through until the 
further easing up of restrictions and for when we can meet together again as a wider church 
family. Please continue to observe physical distancing (2m distancing in public), keep 
meetings to under 10 people and keep in mind your movements and the contacts you have. 
 
We are called to be a people of prayer. 
As an Eldership we offer the assurance of our prayers for the church family, and we 
encourage everyone to continue to pray for our nation and leaders. God’s Word reminds us 
that the Lord “is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will 
not fear” (Psalm 46.1–2). 
 
We encourage the offering of pastoral care to each other in our church family and others in 
the communities we are a part of. We are called to act like the Good Samaritan, taking time 
to care for others as we would wish to be cared for.  
 
Thank you for your patience during this time as we all adjust to these new phases of life and 
ways of being. 
 
We will keep you updated with any changes, and are also here to help and support you in 
any way we can. 
 
Yours in Christ’s service 
 
The Eldership 


