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“Servants, respectfully obey your earthly 
masters, but always with an eye to obeying the 

real master, Christ … Masters, it’s the same with 
you. No abuse, please, and no threats. You and 
your servants are both under the same Master 

in heaven. He makes no distinction between you 
and them.”  

Ephesians 6:5, 9 (MSG) 
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TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Songs ......................................... All together 

God of Ages 
One Thing Remains 

Welcome & Notices ...................................... Deo Vistar 
Tithes & Offerings ...................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

Holy Spirit 
Communion .................................. Led by Bill Pettigrew 

10,000 Reasons 
We Believe 

Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 
The Gospel’s Impact on Workplace 

Relationships 
Ephesians 6:5–9 

*Closing Song ............................................ All together 
My Lighthouse 

Prayer & Blessing ........................................ Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan 
Duffy (guitarist), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboardist), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      The strong winds here in Picton for several days 
this week has reminded me that God’s Spirit is here. 
“Let them who have ears hear,” and let them who have 
eyes see. 
      Pray for Bill Pettigrew as he undergoes a surgery 
on his prostate this Tuesday (11th Sept) at the Wairau 
Hospital.  

We have several home groups meeting on different 
days and locations during the week (see Notices 
below for more details). I urge you to check out a group 
and be a part of it.  
      We’re continuing our series on Ephesians this 
morning, and we’re at Eph 6:5–9. The appropriate 
modern equivalent to the specific master-slave 
relationship in our passage is that of employer-
empoyee relationship, rather than the modern form of 
slavery, which is clearly immoral. In particular Paul is 
addressing a situation where both employers and 
employees are Christians (and members of the same 
local church). Employees are to submit to and respect 
their employers, as serving the Lord. Employers must 
also respect and treat fairly their workers, as serving 
the Lord. For, at the end of the day, God is the great 
Master of all, and will hold everyone to account.  
      In conjunction with this message I have provided 
Rich Deem’s helpful article on Bible and slavery below. 
God’s richest blessings on us all! Deo 
 

DOES GOD APPROVE OF SLAVERY 
ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE? 

By Rich Deem 
 

he claim is often made that the Bible approves of 
slavery, implicating God as its supporter, since rules 
governing slavery can be found in the both the Old 

and New Testament. Since virtually everyone agrees that 
forced, involuntary servitude is morally wrong, how can 
Christians justify the Bible's apparent support of slavery? 
      First, we must recognize that the Bible does not say God 
supports slavery. In fact, the slavery described in the Old 
Testament was quite different from the kind of slavery we 
think of today - in which people are captured and sold as 
slaves. According to Old Testament law, anyone caught 
selling another person into slavery was to be executed: “He 
who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in 
his possession, shall surely be put to death” (Exodus 21:16).  
      So, obviously, slavery during Old Testament times was 
not what we commonly recognize as slavery, such as that 
practiced in the 17th century Americas, when Africans were 
captured and forcibly brought to work on plantations. Unlike 
our modern government welfare programs, there was no 
safety-net for ancient Middle Easterners who could not 
provide a living for themselves. In ancient Israel, people who 
could not provide for themselves or their families sold 
themselves into slavery so they would not die of starvation or 
exposure. In this way, a person would receive food and 
housing in exchange for labor. 
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      So, although there are rules about slavery in the Bible, 
those rules exist to protect the slave. Injuring or killing slaves 
was punishable - up to death of the offending party. Hebrews 
were commanded not to make their slave work on the 
Sabbath, slander a slave, have sex with another man's slave, 
or return an escaped slave. A Hebrew was not to enslave his 
fellow countryman, even if he owed him money, but was to 
have him work as a hired worker, and he was to be released 
in 7 years or in the year of jubilee (which occurred every 50 
years), whichever came first.  
      Since many of the early Christians were slaves to 
Romans, they were encouraged to become free if possible, 
but not worry about it if not possible. The Roman empire 
practiced involuntary slavery, so rules were established for 
Christians who were subject to this slavery or held slaves 
prior to becoming Christians. The rules established for slaves 
were similar to those established for other Christians with 
regard to being subject to governing authorities. Slaves were 
told to be obedient to their master and serve them sincerely, 
as if serving the Lord Himself. Paul instructed slaves to serve 
with honor, so that Christianity would not be looked down 
upon. 
      As with slaves, instructions were given to their masters 
as to how they were to treat their slaves. For example, they 
were not to be threatened, but treated with justice and 
fairness. The text goes on to explain that this was to be done 
because God is the Master of all people, and does not show 
partiality on the basis of social status or position. 
      There is an interesting letter in the New Testament 
(Philemon) that gives some insight into the problems 
encountered in the early Christian church regarding the issue 
of slavery. Paul, the author of the letter, is writing from a 
Roman prison awaiting trial. He is writing to Philemon, who 
runs a local Christian church out of his house (since 
Christianity was highly persecuted at this point in time). 
Philemon, we find out, is the master of the slave Onesimus, 
who has escaped but has been converted to Christianity by 
Paul. In the letter, Paul indicates that he is sending 
Onesimus back to Philemon. However, Paul says that he has 
confidence that Philemon will "do what is proper" although 
Paul wants him to do it by his "own free will". Even so, Paul 
indicates that Onesimus would be a great aid in helping him 
spread the gospel. Paul ends the letter by saying that he has 
"confidence in your obedience" and indicates that he knows 
Philemon "will do even more than what I say." Although Paul 
did not directly order Philemon to release Onesimus from 
slavery, it would have been difficult to come away with any 
other conclusion from his letter. 
      Contrary to the claims of many skeptics, the New 
Testament proclaims that all people are equal in the eyes of 
God - even slaves:  
      Galatians 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

      Ephesians 6:8: “knowing that whatever good thing each 
one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether 
slave or free.” 
      Ephesians 6:9: “And masters, do the same things to 
them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master 
and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.”  
      Colossians 3:11: “a renewal in which there is no 
distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but 
Christ is all, and in all.” 
      The idea that God or Christianity encourages or approves 
of slavery is shown to be false. In fact, anybody who was 
caught selling another person into slavery was to be 
executed. However, since voluntary slavery was widely 
practiced during biblical times, the Bible proscribes laws to 
protect the lives and health of slaves. Paul, the author of 
many of the New Testament writings, virtually ordered the 
Christian Philemon to release his Christian slave from his 
service to "do what is proper". In addition, numerous verses 
from the New Testament show that God values slaves as 
much as any free person and is not partial to anyone's 
standing before other people. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit you and help you 
in your Christian walk. See schedule and contact 
details below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu at 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene at 
573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary at 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers at 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol at 
027 7735 263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  2nd Sept ........................... P Sarjeant & G Macdonald  
  9th Sept ......... L Stevenson & S Lavers (Communion)  
16th Sept ........................................... S & R Henderson 
23rd Sept ..................... B & M Pettigrew (Communion) 
30th Sept ........................................... A Woolf & L Price 

 
Music & Sound  

 
2nd Sept: (Deo Vistar) (leading), Jude Stretton 
(singer), Te Mara Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
9th Sept: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
16th Sept: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
23rd Sept: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Deo Vistar (singer), 
Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
30th Sept: Garry Stanley (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Lynette Stanley 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
 
 
 


