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“[The shepherds] hurried off and found Mary 
and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a 

bed of hay.” 
Luke 2:16 (CEV) 
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Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
Opening Song ............................................ All together 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Welcome & Notices ................................ Pene Sarjeant 

Offering ...................................................... All together 

Singing ....................................................... All together 

Silent Night 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 

Luke 2:8–20 

“Lessons from the Shepherds” 

Closing Song .............................................. All together 

The First Noel 

Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      A carol that has played repeatedly in my head this 
week is Christmas Is A Time to Love. It’s a song I 
learned during my childhood, but I can’t tell precisely 
why it kept occurring to me this week. Probably 
because I needed the timely reminder of that song this 
week. A part of it says: “We often start to worry and 
people get upset if things don’t all go right on 
Christmas day … Maybe things don’t sound right or 

look the way they should and maybe they’re not 
perfectly in tune.” Then it adds: “It doesn’t really matter, 
let’s keep our eyes above ‘cause Christmas is a time to 
love.” Christmas is a time to love sounds trite, but it 
does bring peace to our hearts and put a smile on our 
faces when remember that God loves us and has great 
plans for us – and the greatest token of that of course 
was baby in a manger. 
      We have lots of goings on this coming week 
leading up to Advent, both here at our church and in 
the wider community. On Wednesday I will lead a 
worship service at the Seaview Home at 10:30am. I 
covet your prayers for that.  
      Please remember that on Friday we will have the 
Combined Churches Carols at the Mall. I would love to 
see as many of you as possible at the event. You don’t 
need to bring or do anything except to come and join 
the singing. See NOTICES below for further details.  
      On Saturday at 3pm the Children’s Christmas Party 
will take place here at the church. We now have 25 
children who have confirmed to come. That of course 
will double as the parents will come too. It certainly is 
very exciting. Pray for God’s blessing on all the people 
involved.  
      I want to thank those of you who have responded 
yes to my invitation to bless the families around our 
church by giving them presents this Christmas. I now 
have received responses from 10 people, which far 
exceeded my expectations! The gifts are due on the 
23rd (Sunday), and a few people from our church will 
be handing them out personally to the residents 
surrounding our church location on the 24th (Monday).  
      I have received news that Margaret Mills, wife of 
the late Dr Ron Mills, passed on to glory this week. 
Ron and Marg were long-time key members of our 
church many years ago, and a number of us today 
knew them personally. God’s comfort be upon their 
family.  
      During this Advent season I am taking you through 
a series of messages to help us have a meaningful, 
Christ-centred and Spirit-filled Advent celebration. The 
first message was on the annunciation of Christ’s birth 
to Mary (Luke 1:26–38). We were reminded that 
Christmas centres on God’s favour or grace, to which  
we respond with faith and obedience (just like Mary 
did). Then last Sunday we looked at the birth of Christ 
itself (Luke 2:1–7), and we reflected on humility – 
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God’s humility – demonstrated by the humble 
circumstances of Christ’s birth.  
      Today we 
will look at the 
shepherds 
who were the 
first visitors of 
the baby 
Jesus (Luke 
2:8–20). I pray 
and trust that 
this message be a timely blessing for you as you 
approach the celebration of our Lord’s birth.  
      Do you know what the name Jesus means? Do you 
know what Christ means? How about Immanuel? I 
recently read about a non-churched person who 
thought that Jesus was the given name and Christ the 
family name. It strikes one as funny, but it really is not. 
You find below a helpful explanation of the name 
Jesus. Next week I’ll include something on the title 
Christ. 
      Blessings in Christ! – Deo 
 
WHAT DOES THE NAME JESUS MEAN?* 

J.C. Ryle 
 

he name Jesus means “Savior.” It is the same 
name as Joshua in the Old Testament. It is 
given to our Lord because “He saves His 

people from their sins.” This is His special role. He 
saves them from the guilt of sin, by cleansing them in 
His own atoning blood. He saves them from the 
dominion of sin by putting in their hearts the sanctifying 
Spirit. He saves them from the presence of sin, when 
He takes them out of this world to rest with Him. He will 
save them from all the consequences of sin, when He 
shall give them a glorious body at the last day. 
      Jesus is a very encouraging name to weighted-
down sinners. He, who is the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords, might lawfully have taken some more 
high-sounding title. But He does not do so. The rulers 
of this world have often called themselves great, 
conquerors, bold, magnificent, and the like. The Son of 
God is content to call Himself Savior. Those seeking 
salvation may draw near to the Father with boldness, 
and have access with confidence through Christ. It is 
His role and His delight to show mercy. “For God didn't 

send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that 
the world should be saved through him” (John 3:17). 
      Jesus is a name, which is especially sweet and 
precious to believers. It has often done them good. It 
has given them what money cannot buy – that is, 
inward peace. It has eased their wearied consciences 
and given rest to their heavy hearts. The Song of 
Solomon describes the experience of many, when it 
says, “Your name is oil poured forth” (Song of Solomon 
1:3). Happy is the person who trusts not merely in 
vague notions of God's mercy and goodness, but in 
“Jesus.” 
 
*Adapted from The Gospel of Matthew by J.C. Ryle 
(Chapter 1). 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Carols in the Mall 
This is an outreach event of the Combined Churches to 
be held inside the main entrance of the Mariners Mall 
on 21st Dec (Friday). There will be 3 rounds of carols: 
12:00–12:30pm, 3:00–3:30pm, and 5:30–6:00pm. Join 
us to celebrate and proclaim Christ’s birth! 
 
Children’s Christmas Party 
On 22nd Dec (Sat) at 3–4pm here at the Church. We 
expect a number of children (and their parents) from 
the wider community to attend.  
 
Home Groups Update 
• The Tuesday evening group hosted by Stu and 

Ralphia is now on a break. Date of resumption to 
be announced. 

• The Tuesday evening group hosted by Pene is still 
in recess. 

• The Tuesday morning group at Pene’s will have 
their last meeting for the year next week (the 11th 
at 10am) and will regroup next year on 15th Jan. 

• The Thursday evening group hosted by Steve and 
Sue will have their final meeting for the year on 
Thursday (the 13th at 7pm) and will resume next 
year on 7th February. 

 
 
 
 

Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  2nd Dec ............... Bill & Mary Pettigrew (Communion)  
  9th Dec ............................................ A Woolf & L Price  
16th Dec ............ Nelson & Judith Dodge (Communion) 
23rd Dec .............................. Stu & Ralphia Henderson 
30th Dec ................... L Young & N Davis (Communion) 

 
Music & Sound  

 
2nd Dec: Allison Le Heux (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Bill Pettigrew 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
9th Dec: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Allison Le Heux 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
16th Dec: Guan (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Gwenda Galbraith (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
23rd Dec: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector) 
 
30th Dec: Allison Le Heux (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Bill Pettigrew 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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