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“Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. 

Put on the full armour of God so that you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”  

Ephesians 6:10–11 (NIV) 
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TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

God of Ages 
My Lighthouse 

Welcome & Notices ...................................... Deo Vistar 
Tithes & Offerings ...................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

Joy of the Lord 
Oh You Bring 

Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 
“The Belt of Truth” 

Ephesians 6:14a 
*Closing Song ............................................ All together 

The Hope of All Hearts 
Prayer & Blessing ........................................ Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Garry Stanley (leading), Deo Vistar 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 

 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      I’m glad to announce that the Sunday sermons 
here at PBC will now be available online, and you can 
listen to them whether on your computer or 
smartphone. Visit our website (www.pictonbaptist.org) 
and click on the link to the sermons. Whether you 
missed a particularly sermon or you simply want to 
hear it again, no problem.  
      Last Sunday the Elders prayed over Allison as the 
new Care Team leader of our church. Today we 

welcome and acknowledge two new members of the 
Care Team: Laurie Stevenson and Ralphia Henderson.  
      This past week we had the opportunity to minister 
to the families of Linda Ohia, Bunna Riwaka and Mara 
Riwaka, as their mum passed away. 
      We’ve been looking at the armour of God in 
Ephesians 6:10–18, and this morning we’re focusing 
on the “belt of truth” in v. 14a. I pray this message will 
help you become better equipped for the ongoing 
Christian battle.  
 
 

BELT OF TRUTH  
By Andy Hart 

 
 sometimes got into trouble because either I forgot 
my belt on my dress blues or I was in such a rush 
to get to an emergency (as a chaplain), I forgot my 

cover. Fortunately, my commanding officer was 
gracious, shook his head, and muttered under his 
breath, “chaplains.” In Roman times, when a soldier 
would go into battle, he would be sure he had his belt 
on as that is where his sword and knife were stored. 
Without his belt, he would be in trouble. 
      So, what is the belt of truth as mentioned in 
Ephesians? It is part of the Armor of God we put on 
ourselves to defend against the spiritual attacks of the 
enemy. In our lives, the 
enemy loves to attack us by 
putting lies in our minds, or 
deceptions, or falsehoods. 
However, we fight against 
those malicious attacks with the truth found in the 
Bible, as well as the love, the life, and the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. Many young people, veterans, and 
people on active duty have said to me, “I am not 
worthy.” That is a lie promoted by the enemy for we are 
all fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God. 
There is a lot of anxiety out there about finances, 
heath, and violence. Much of the anxiety is an attack of 
the enemy to be countered with the truth of God’s 
peace found in Scripture. Not to get political, but the 
emery is the master of “fake news” which needs to be 
countered with the Good News. 
      Friends, I pray that you have a good week. Put on 
the Armor of God and stride forth into a world that 
needs the light of Christ to shine in it. 
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PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN VIETNAM 

From the Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
n some parts of Vietnam, Christians are treated 
well. However, although all Christians are viewed 
with suspicion by the communist one-party state, 

those from minority ethnic groups (which account for 
more than half of Vietnamese Christians) and believers 
who openly advocate for religious freedom and human 
rights experience significantly greater intimidation and 
harassment.  
      Most persecution comes from local and provincial 
authorities. In June 2017, police stood idly by as gangs 
of nationalist youths terrorised a Christian community 
in north-east Vietnam for a whole month, attacking a 
church and Christian homes and businesses. The 
Montagnard ethnic group, indigenous to the Central 
Highlands of Vietnam, many of whom are Christian, 
are often prevented from gathering to worship. Police 
even ordered one group of eight Montagnard 
Christians they arrested in 2016 to stop believing in 
God. Police brutality is commonplace and Christians 
who are arrested are frequently physically abused and 
are at risk of being jailed for “anti-government 
activities.”  
      A new Law on Belief and Religion was passed in 
November 2016, which came into effect in January 
2017, which should improve the rights of individual 
believers and religious organisations. At the time of 
writing, its impact is not yet known. In principle, it is 
easier for churches to register under the new 
legislation – Vietnamese law requires all congregations 
to be registered with the state – but the process is still 
convoluted, making it very difficult for unregistered 
congregations to obtain legal status. Unregistered 
groups are watched by secret police and Christians 
have reported the seizure of their properties by 
authorities.  
      Pray that the Vietnamese government’s new 
religion law will lead to reduced harassment and 
persecution of Christians, and that it will be the first of 
many steps toward greater religious freedom in 
Vietnam. Pray that those imprisoned who face brutal 
treatment and abuse under trumped-up charges of 
“subversion” – often for supporting the freedoms of 
others – will be acquitted and released.  

Praise the Lord that the Church in Uzbekistan is 
growing, despite the severe persecution. Lift up in 
prayer Christians, especially church leaders, who 
suffer physically and emotionally from the intimidation, 
beatings and imprisonment and pray that God will heal 
them. Ask that the government will change its attitude 
to believers and lift restrictions on religious freedom. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Picton Churches’ Combined Service 
Tonight at 6 at the Anglican Church. All welcome!  
 
Elders’ Meeting 
Thursday 4th Oct 1pm in the Church Office 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit and help you in 
your Christian walk. See schedule and contact details 
below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu on 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene 
on 573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary on 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Steve 
on 021 688 071 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers on 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol 
on 027 7735 
263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
 

Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  7th Oct ............ Nelson & Judith Dodge (Communion)  
 14th Oct ................................ Ana Woolf & Linda Price  
21st Oct .................... L Young & N Davis (Communion) 
28th Oct ....................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 

 
Music & Sound  

 
7th Oct: (Deo Vistar) (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Mara Riwaka 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
14th Oct: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Mara Riwaka (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
21st Oct: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
28th Oct: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Jude Stretton 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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