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“Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”  
Ephesians 6:17 (NIV) 
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Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
Opening Songs .............. All together 

Welcome & Notices ................ Bill P 

Tithes & Offerings ......... All together 

Singing .................... All together 

Communion .................... Led by Deo 

Singing .................... All together 

Message ............................. Deo 

The Sword of the Spirit 

Ephesians 6:17b 

Closing Song ............... All together 

Prayer & Blessing ................... Deo 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
      My son Nathan, who turns six months today, has 
just learned to roll. As soon as he knew he could do it, 
he likes doing it. If you put him down on his back, it 
won’t take two minutes for him to be on his tummy. It’s 
like he has learned a new exciting hobby. This is 
exciting for me too as a parent to see my son achieve 
a growth milestone. 
      I’m reminded that our heavenly Father is happy too 
to see us grow in our faith. It’s His desire for us to 
grow, and if we don’t grow He is not happy (happiness 
is probably not the best word here). When Jesus says 
in John 10:10 that He came to give us “abundant life,” 

that abundance refers to the richness of life in terms of 
the fruit of the Spirit, rather than the abundance of 
materials possessions. It is measured in terms of the 
“donation,” rather than duration, of our life.  
      The Apostle Peter tells us: “God’s divine power has 
given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and goodness. Through these He has given 
us His very great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may participate in the divine nature 
and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires” (2 Peter 1:3–4). 
      Last week’s annual Hui of the Baptist Union went 
fine. Thanks for your prayers. A key part of a national 
gathering like this is catching up with friends and co-
workers. For me as still relatively new in the Baptist 
Union it’s gaining some more new friends and 
contacts. That part has been good – my circle is 
definitely expanding!  
      On Wednesday night several people from our 
church attended the Good Soil Collective taster held in 
Blenheim. You probably discerned there was nothing 
new in the presentations; we already know all those 
principles mentioned. We don’t lack knowledge; we 
lack application. One of the precious reminders for me 
was mentioned by the second speaker, Matt Watts: we 
are first called to be disciples ourselves. I sometimes 
find myself thinking of discipling others, and forget that 
my first calling is to first sit in the presence of the Lord 
and learn of Him. It’s a case of being busy with the 
Kingdom but not with the King Himself.  
      I ask to pray for the monthly service at the Seaview 
Home which will be run by Julian Hawken and myself. 
It’s a new ministry every third Wednesday (10:30am) of 
the month – we’ll have the first service this week. If you 
do want to join please let me know.  
      As you might already know, Linda Price’s mum 
passed away last week. Do keep her and her family in 
prayer.  
      We carry on with our 
study of Ephesians, and 
today I’m preaching a 
second message on the 
sword of the Spirit, which 
the the Word of God 
(6:17b). I trust this will be 
helpful to you in your daily 
walk with the Lord.  
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THE TWO EDGES OF THE SWORD OF 
GOD’S WORD 
By Chris Russell 

 
or the word of 
God is living 
and powerful, 

and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints 
and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” 
(Hebrews 4:12) 
      The Bible truly 
functions as a “sword” in 
its ability to cut through to 
the innermost depths of a person’s heart and soul. 
God’s Word can penetrate through all the layers of 
impurity and get to the true central issues of life. 
      In line with this conception, we can see that the 
Bible truly has two edges: condemnation and 
restoration. These two edges represent the beauty and 
wonder of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Let me explain. 
      First of all, the Bible condemns us. Now, this may 
sound rather bleak to you, but it is a critical part of your 
journey toward enjoying a full relationship with God. 
Before you can truly connect with God on an intimate 
level and enjoy His presence in your life each day, you 
must come to a proper recognition of the depth of evil 
in your heart. When we read God’s Word, we get a 
clear picture of just how bad we are in light of God’s 
holiness. We must get this. We must have an accurate 
picture of our own state of heart. 
      Once we understand our need for a Savior and His 
forgiveness, then we can begin to experience 
His restoration. When we confess our sins to Him, He 
will forgive us and redeem (“buy us back,” i.e., receive 
us back to Himself; 1 John 1:9). 
      I’ve heard it said that “we must be lost before we 
can be found.” In other words, you won’t turn to your 
Savior until you realize your need to do so. You won’t 
confess your sins until He shows you the true darkness 
of your heart. 
      The Word of God acts as a mirror by giving us an 
accurate picture of who we really are (James 1:22-25). 
Once we see that image, God can begin to change us 

into what we really ought to be. So dig into His Word in 
order to experience both the sobering reality of your 
own condition as well as the healing forgiveness that 
you need to walk with God. 
      What to pray: ask God to show you your true 
condition through His Word, and then confess those 
things that are hindering your journey with Him. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Annual General Meeting 
Don’t miss our AGM this coming Saturday here at the 
church at 5:30pm. We will have a shared dinner before 
the meeting, so please bring food to enjoy and share. 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit and help you in 
your Christian walk. See schedule and contact details 
below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu on 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene 
on 573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary on 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Steve 
on 021 688 071 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers on 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol 
on 027 7735 
263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
 
 

Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  4th Nov ........ Stu & Ralphia Henderson (Communion)  
11th Nov ................................ Daniel & Allison Le Heux  
18th Nov ............... Bill & Mary Pettigrew (Communion) 
25th Nov .................. Laurie Stevenson & Steve Lavers 

 
Music & Sound  

 
4th Nov: Deo Vistar (leading), Ana Woolf (keyboard), 
Allison Le Heux (singer), Mara Riwaka (projector), 
Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
11th Nov: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Mara Riwaka (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
18th Nov: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Deo Vistar (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
25th Nov: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Jude Stretton 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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