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“There is one body and one Spirit – just as 
you were called to one hope when you were 
called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is over all 

and through all and in all.” 
Ephesians 4:4–6 
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Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

God of Nations 
Welcome and Notices .......................... Stu Henderson 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

My Lighthouse 
Offering ....................................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

The Servant Song 
I Thank You Lord 

Communion ................................. Led by Garry Stanley 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord 
Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 

“Praying for More of God” 
Ephesians 4:1–6 

*Closing Song ............................................. All together 
You Are the King of Glory 

Prayer & Benediction .................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Jude 
Stretton (singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
      The Picton churches’ combined worship held last 
Sunday here at our church (reportedly) went well. 
Thanks to all who came, brought food, and helped in 
various ways. We collected $253.50 of offerings which 
will go to Tearfund. 
      Pray for the youth ministry of our church. The 
Youth Group, led by Mary Pettigrew, meets on 
Wednesdays 6pm here in the church hall.  

Pamphlets entitled I’m With Both, produced by Family 
First NZ, are available at the main door for anyone to 
take away (20 copies are available). It provides 
information on how to make a submission to the Law 
Commission with respect to the push of the current 
government to liberalise the existing abortion laws.  
      This morning we’re continuing our reflection on 
Ephesians, this time on 4:1–6. The six chapters of 
Ephesians can be evenly divided into two parts. In Eph 
1–3 Paul deals with foundational truths (doctrines) in 
which he has described both our spiritual 
“possessions” and “position” in Christ. The remaining 
three chapters (Eph 4–6) focus on how we ought to live 
in the light of the blessings we enjoy as described in 
the previous chapters.  
      God’s Word for us this morning (derived from Eph 
4:1–6) is for the church to walk together in unity. We 
can divide our passage into three parts. First, verse 1 
commands us to lead a life worthy of our identity and 
calling as God’s children and as the Christian 
community. Second, verses 2–3 enumerate five 
character qualities needed for maintaining church 
unity: humility, gentleness, patience (long-suffering), 
commitment to bear with one another, and diligence in 
preserving the unity of the Spirit. Third, verses 4–6 
provide seven bases for unity (note the seven “ones” – 
I believe seven here signifies perfection or completion): 
“one body,” “one Spirit,” “one hope,” “one Lord,” “one 
faith,” “one baptism,” and “one God and Father.” 
      Every Christian has the duty to keep the unity of 
the church. Being united is not optional, but rather it is 
mandatory. History tells us that human beings have 
accomplished more things when they are united rather 
than divided. We can accomplish more things when we 
cooperate rather than compete. 
      Let us all pray for the unity within our congregation 
and the church as a whole. Let us ask for God’s 
intervention, mercy, justice, and love to help us see 
clearer, to help us make better choices, and to help us 
become wiser. With God’s help, we will overcome 
Satan’s devices and we will stand unified and be called 
the united Church of God. 
 
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers 

[and sisters] dwell in unity!”  
– Psalm 133:1 
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TUNED TO CHRIST 
 
In his book The Pursuit of God, author A.W. Tozer 
wrote the following: 
      “Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred 
pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically 
tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being 
tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to 
which each one must individually bow. So one hundred 
worshipers [meeting] together, each one looking away 
to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they 
could possibly be, were they to become ‘unity’ 
conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive 
for closer fellowship.” 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN NIGERIA 

From The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
n Easter Sunday 2017, Muslim Fulani herdsmen 
ambushed Christians at a service in Asso 
Village, close to Kafanchan, Kaduna State, 

killing twelve. 
      Attacks by Muslim 
Fulani herdsmen against 
Christian communities in the 
religiously diverse “Middle 
Best” of Nigeria continued in 
2017, with alleged collusion 
from some in the army. In 
September and October, 
more than 77 people were 
killed, and 2,254 people 
displaced by Fulani attacks. Infamously, in Bassa, 
Plateau State, 29 people – mainly children – were 
locked in a classroom and slaughtered. Christians fear 
that these attacks are part of Islamist aims to force 
them from their land in a programme of “religious 
cleansing.” Frustration is growing with President 
Buhari’s failure to clearly condemn and act against 
anti-Christian violence. 
      The Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) reports 
that authorities in predominantly Muslim north-eastern 
and north-western states abuse regulations on zoning 
and title registration to deny building permits for the 
building, repair, and expansion of churches. 

Boko Haram, a militant group allied with Islamic State 
(IS), aims to establish an Islamic caliphate in Nigeria 
and surrounding countries. Although Nigeria’s security 
forces have recaptured territories lost to the jihadists, 
they remain a threat. Boko Haram attacks have caused 
thousands of Christians and other civilian victims to 
flee to neighbouring countries or to refugee camps in 
Nigeria where Christians still face violence and 
discrimination.  
      Nigeria’s population has almost equal numbers of 
Christians and Muslims, although the number of 
Christians is probably marginally higher. The country is 
secular, but twelve majority-Muslim states in the north 
have instituted elements of sharia. 
      Join hands with our brothers and sisters suffering 
from Islamist violence in Nigeria, and cry out with one 
voice to the Lord for justice. Ask God for the complete 
defeat of Boko Haram and that its members may come 
to know and love the Prince of Peace. Pray for the 
protection of Christians in refugee camps due to Boko 
Haram violence and that even in their adversity, the 
light of their love for Him will continue to shine.      
 
	

NOTICES 
 
This Week’s Ministries at a Glance 
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu at 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene at 
573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary at 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group (Bible 
study) at church 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers at 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Guan at 
022 1642 782 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  6 May ................. Pene Sarjeant & Gyllian Macdonald  
13 May .......... Stu & Ralphia Henderson (Communion)  
20 May .................... Laurie Stevenson & Steve Lavers 
27 May ........... Daniel & Allison Le Heux (Communion) 
 

Children’s Church Teaching 
 
  6 May ........................................................ Carol Tapp  
13 May ........................................................ Carol Tapp  
20 May ........................................................ Carol Tapp 
27 May .............................................. Family Worship** 
 
**There will be no children’s church on the last Sunday of 
each month, as we would like to provide an opportunity for 
children to worship with their parents.  
 

Music & Sound  
 
6 May: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer) Judith Stretton 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
13 May: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Pare Raj (singer), Mihi Raj (projector), Andy 
Baldwin (sound) 
 
20 May: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Pare and Mihi Raj 
(singers), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
27 May: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Judith Stretton (singer), Linda 
Ohia (singer), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Andy 
Baldwin (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster. 
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