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“Love the Lord your God with all you heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 

all your strength.” 
Matthew 22:37 (NIV) 
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Phone: (03) 573 6315 
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Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
Opening Song ............................................ All together 

Cornerstone 

Welcome & Notices .................................. Bill Pettigrew 

Offering ...................................................... All together 

Singing ....................................................... All together 

Glorify 

Broken Vessels  

Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 

A Foundation for Prayer  

Revelation 2:1–7 

Response Song ......................................... All together 

I Surrender All 

Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
      We had a good number of visitors in our service 
last Sunday, which was great! Two of them were a Kiwi 
couple from down south, who expressed their 
appreciation to me for the warm welcome they 
received from our Church Family. I thank each of you 
for making PBC a welcoming and loving Church. Keep 
up the good work for God’s glory!   

     It’s great that two of our home groups have 
resumed this week. It’s good to be back in close-knit 
fellowship! For me personally (and I know for some of 
you as well) home groups are an important part of my 
week, and without these groups I do feel something is 
missing. So it’s great two groups have resumed and I 
look forward to the other two restarting in early 
February. 
      I hope you have been blessed and helped by the 
sermons in first two Sundays of this year. I have 
intended for them to help to position us (corporately 
and individually) on a sure spiritual footing so this year 
will turn out to be a blessed one for us. By way of 
review, two weeks ago we looked at the blessed life 
described in Psalm 1. The blessed life is a life lived 
according to God’s Word; it’s not necessarily a 
painless life or a life full of material abundance. We can 
have a blessed life by living according to God’s Word. 
We do not have to envy the life of the wicked; we know 
where the way of the wicked leads to.  
      Then last Sunday we looked at the fruitful life 
described in John 15. God desires to see fruit in us – 
fruit of godliness, fruit of a Christian character, fruit of 
individual people that we have led into God’s Kingdom, 
etc. John 15 warns us that such fruit can come only if 
we remain in Christ. On our own we can do nothing. So 
let us remain in Christ, which is not just about 
pervesering. It’s also about trusting in Christ and 
submitting to Him and obeying His Word.  
      I hope these two messages have helped to set you 
on a good course for this year. I hope they have helped 
you to set your personal priorities and goals.  
      This morning I’m going to begin a new series of 
messages which will be about prayer. At the beginning 
of this year I had a strong sense from the Lord that I 
should steer our Church Family to reflect more about 
prayer. As Christ said, apart from Him we can do 
nothing. Prayer is, from my experience, a meaningful 
way of abiding in Christ. And I’ve also realised from 
experience that the most fruitful days and times of my 
life was when I was prayerful.  
      I desire for myself and for our Church Family this 
year to become more committed to prayer, and for our 
prayer life to be set ablaze. When that happens, we will 
see the glory of the Lord fall down on us, on our family 
and community. May the Lord bless you and keep you 
this week.  
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WHY PRAY? 
Taken from https://www.allaboutprayer.org/why-pray-

faq.htm 
 

hy pray? Scripture offers many reasons to 
pray. We are to pray for: our relationship with 
God; forgiveness of sins; our friends, family, 

and others; those who do not know God; world leaders; 
thanksgiving and praise; direction, wisdom, knowledge; 
God’s provision. 
      Prayer is highly encouraged and commanded in 
the Bible. Come along as we explore these many 
reasons to pray in the context of God’s Word.  
      Prayer not only establishes a relationship with God, 
it is vital to maintaining our relationship with Him. To 
illustrate, two friends who are in constant communion 
learn about each other, do things together, and share 
problems with each other. Thus, the key element of 
prayer is that it establishes a relationship with God. 
Abraham experienced this in Gen 18:16–33.  
      This is evidenced in the life of Jesus. He constantly 
went before God in prayer to determine God’s will and 
direction, resist temptation, ask for courage, discover 
what His Father in heaven would do, offer 
thanksgiving, pray for others, etc. Matt 26:36–
39 and Mark 14:34–41 describe Jesus being very 
distressed about His crucifixion. He brings this matter 
to His Father, seeking His will.  
      Prayer is recognizing who God is and offering Him 
glory, honor, and adoration. Examples of this are found 
throughout the Bible, especially in the Psalms. Jesus 
illustrates this in the Lord’s Prayer in Matt 6:9–13.  
      Prayer is seeking direction from God. In Matt 7:7–
11, Jesus talks about asking, seeking, and knocking, 
“For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 
seeks finds. And the door is opened to everyone who 
knocks.” Jesus encourages us to ask God for things. “If 
you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Heavenly Father 
give good gifts to those who ask him?” 
      The Apostles reflected Jesus’ attitude toward 
prayer and encouraged and commended prayer in their 
writings. In Phil 4:6, Paul tells believers to pray for 
everything with thanksgiving. In 1 Thess 5:17, Paul 
writes, “Keep on praying.” Prayer, for Paul, is the 
ultimate lifeline for the believer to God. James 1:5–
7 says, “If you need wisdom -- if you want to know 
what God wants you to do -- ask him, and he will gladly 

tell you. He will not resent your asking. But when you 
ask him, be sure that you really expect him to answer, 
for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea 
that is driven and tossed by the wind. People like that 
should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.” 
      Why pray? Jesus is a prime example of a life lived 
by prayer that offers relevance, purpose, answers, and 
most of all, a relationship with God the Father. Jesus 
prayed wholeheartedly for every move He made, 
asking God for guidance, leading, and direction. He 
prayed prayers of thanks, prayers for healing, prayers 
for His disciples, and prayers for believers – present 
and future.  
      Prayer is essential to fellowship with God. Not just 
to have our prayers answered by God, nor just 
because the Scriptures tell us to, though that is reason 
enough. God is the Father of the entire human race, 
and God cares for us (1 Pet 5:7). This means the child 
of God can pray, ask, and cast all his care upon God, 
his Father. Paul states in Rom 8:15, when we are His 
children, adopted into His family, we can begin calling 
him, "Father, dear Father."  
      Why Pray? James 5:16 provides another 
worthwhile answer. “The earnest prayer of a righteous 
person has great power and wonderful results.” Why 
pray? God says it makes quite an impact!  
 

 
“There are parts of our calling, 
works of the Holy Spirit, and 

defeats of the darkness that will 
come no other way than through 
furious, fervent, faith-filled, 

unceasing prayer.” 
Beth Moore 

NOTICES 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  6th Jan ............................. P Sarjeant & G Macdonald  
13th Jan .......... L Stevenson & S Lavers (Communion)  
20th Jan ................................................ D & A Le Heux 
27th Jan ........................ B & M Pettigrew (Communion 

 
 

Music & Sound  
 
6th Jan: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Bill Pettigrew (sound) 
 
13th Jan: Guan (leading), Jude Stretton (singer), Bill 
Pettigrew (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
20th Jan: Allison Le Heux (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Te Mara Riwaka 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
27th Jan: Garry Stanley (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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