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“For God chose us in Christ  
before the creation of the world  

to be holy and blameless in His sight.” 
Ephesians 1:4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD (Cand) 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
Opening Songs* ......................................... All together 

My Saviour, Redeemer 
My Life Is In You 

Welcome/Notices/Offering ........................... Deo Vistar 
Congregational Singing* ............................ All together 

How Great Is Our God 
Revelation Song 

Breath 
Scripture Reading ............................ Gwenda Galbraith 

Genesis 1:1–5; Psalm 29; Mark 1:4–11 
Prayer .......................................................... Deo Vistar 
Sermon ........................................................ Deo Vistar 

Text: Ephesians 1:1–2 
Final Song* ................................................ All together 

Revelation Song 
Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Music Team: Mara Riwaka (leader & guitarist), 
Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Andy Baldwin (sound), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector) 
 
Please join us for morning tea in the foyer after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

s we begin the new year, it is good to bear in 
mind that God is our Shepherd and we are His 
sheep (Psalm 23). We will not lack anything this 

year because He will provide all our needs. We only 
need to trust Him and cling on to Him. In John 10 
Jesus Himself claims that He is the Good Shepherd 
because He gives us abundant life (v. 10), a claim that 
alludes to the abundant life in Psalm 23. Then Jesus 
says, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep … I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father – and I lay my life for the sheep” 
(vv. 11, 14b–15). Jesus is here talking about the 
blessings that flow to us through His sacrificial death 
on the cross. There are so many of these spiritual 
blessings, not least the blessing of our adoption as 
God’s children. Praise God for who He is and what we 
are in Him.  
      Pray for Val Mooney, who has not been able to 
worship with us due to multiple health problems (her 

heart, lung, and kidney are problematic). She was 
hospitalised this week mainly due to water not being 
chanelled rightly in her body system, and this water 
leaks through her skin (in the arms, for example). Pray 
for healing for Val, and for a real sense of God’s tender 
loving care during this protracted period of ill health.  
      Pray for Liz Stevenson, who suffers from 
polymyalgia rheumatica, a health problem where 
muscles become inflamed and cause pain and 
stiffness. Pray for healing, peace and rest. 
      Carol Massie has informed me that her daughter-
in-law, Natalie, who sustained serious injuries due to a 
car accident, is recovering well. This is very 
encouraging for us who have prayed for Natalie and 
her family. 
      Take time this week to pray for the persecuted 
church in Eritrea (see story below). 
      Today we’re beginning a new series of messages 
on Ephesians. Ephesians is a suitable book for our 
emphasis this year on church health, because it 
focuses on the church as God’s new community (or 

society), built 
upon the 
foundation of 
Christ’s death 
and resurrection 
and upon the 
work of the Holy 
Spirit. The book 

may be outlined differently. John Stott divides it into 
four: New Life (1:3–2:10), New Society (2:11–3:21), 
New Standards (4:1–5:21), and New Relationships 
(5:21–6:24). Charles Swindoll outlines it into two parts: 
Our Position in Christ (chs 1–3) and Our Practice on 
Earth (chs 4–6). There’s no absolute way of structuring 
the book, and these various suggestions are all helpful.  
      Today’s sermon focuses on 1:1–2, which identifies 
the book’s writer (the apostle Paul) and recipients (the 
saints in Ephesus). There’s something important we 
can learn from Paul and his view of himself as an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, as well as from the description 
of the Ephesian Christians as saints in Christ. 
      To make the most of this series, read through 
Ephesians once or twice, trying to see the big picture.  
Then read it again slowly and reflectively, paying 
attention to the details, pondering on the Word in every 
verse.  
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PBC Vision 2018 (and beyond):	
Becoming a Healthy Church	

	
Fourfold Missional Strategy:	

* Everyone engaged in worship: worship is 
lifestyle	
* Everyone in a care group: each person 
matters; real growth happens in community	
* Everyone using their spiritual gifts: every 
member a “minister”	
* Everyone focused on outreach and mission: 
evangelism is the task of the whole church	

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN ERITREA 

Taken from The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
e were only allowed out in the sun for 30 
minutes on Sundays. That was the 
highlight of our week … when I refused to 

reveal information about other Christian leaders … 
they chained my legs together for days and beat me … 
I suffered a mild stroke that left me partially paralyzed,” 
says an Eritrean Christian prisoner. 
      Eritrean authorities continue to detain Christians 
without charge; while in prison they are denied Bibles 
and prevented from practising their faith. In April 2017 
there were almost 3,000 religious prisoners, most of 
them Christians, although the population is over 50% 
Muslim. Some prisoners are locked in metal shipping 
containers and subjected to extreme temperatures.  
      Although the Eritrean constitution prohibits religious 
discrimination and permits freedom of religion, the 
government refuses to enforce it. The government 
authorises only three Christian denominations. Other 
Christian groups 
are required to 
register once a 
year and submit to 
regular 
government 
interference; they 
face acute 
discrimination, 
imprisonment and 
torture to renounce their faith, and their relatives and 
associates are pursued. Some who have criticised 
government interference have been imprisoned – even 
for 13 years or more. Church ministers are being 
forced by the government to join the army.  
      Those who worship in secret risk being denounced 
by neighbours. Many Christians have fled the country, 
some going to Israel. 
      Eritrea has suffered a 30 year war of 
independence, continuing tensions with Ethiopia, and a 
repressive Marxist government, which has been in 
power since independence in 1993. The Orthodox 
Church Patriarch remains under house arrest since the 
government deposed him in 2006.  

Call on the Lord on behalf of Eritrean Christians 
labouring under the yoke of persecution and 
imprisonment, trusting that He is “concerned about 
their suffering” (Exodus 3:7) even if we do not know the 
details. Pray that God will move the Eritrean 
government to respect the freedom of religion in their 
country’s constitution. Pray for Eritrean believers who 
have fled the country; may they find safe havens where 
they can live safely and worship Christ freely. 

 
 

NOTICES 
 
Elders’ Meeting 
11th Jan (Thu), 1:30pm in the church office 
 
Newcomers’ Lunch 
Next Sunday (the 14th) at 1pm here at church 
 
Sunday Friends (Children’s Ministry) 
The Sunday Friends (Children’s Ministry) will resume 
on 14th January.  
 
Home Groups 
• The Tuesday morning (10am) home group at 

Pene’s place (90 Lindens Rd) will resume on 16th 
January.  

• The Thursday evening (7pm) home group at Deo’s 
place (12 Lincoln St) will resume on 18th January 

• Resumption of the home groups at Stu’s place (5 
Amelia Cres on Tuesdays at 7pm) and at Pene’s 
place (90 Lindens Rd on Tuesdays at 7pm) will be 
announced later. 

 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  7 Jan ...................................... Nelson & Judith Dodge  
14 Jan ........... Stu & Ralphia Henderson (Communion)  
21 Jan ......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 
28 Jan .... Lauraine Young & Nelia Davis (Communion) 
 

Sunday Friends’ Teaching 
 
14 Jan ........................................................ Guan Vistar 

21 Jan ......................................................... Carol Tapp 
28 Jan ......................................................... Carol Tapp  

 
Music & Sound 

 
7 Jan: Mara Riwaka (leading & guitar), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singing), Gyllian Macdonald (projector) 
 

14 Jan: Rihari Ohia (leading & guitar), Linda Ohia 
(singing), Allison Le Heux (singing), Judith Stretton 
(singing), Mara Riwaka (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 

21 Jan: Allison Le Heux (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Kirsty Baldwin (singing), Linda Ohia (singing), Andy 
Baldwin (sound), Guan Vistar (projector) 
 

28 Jan: Garry Stanley (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Mara Riwaka (guitar), Judith Stretton (singer), Lynette 
Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
Note: There will be Communion on the 14th and 28th 
of January. 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster.  
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