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“Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”  
Ephesians 6:17 (NIV) 
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Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Songs ......................................... All together 

For All You’ve Done 
What a Beautiful Name It Is 

Welcome & Notices ............................... Stu Henderson 
Tithes & Offerings 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

How Great Thou Art 
Communion .................................. Led by Steve Lavers 
Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 

“The Sword of the Spirit” 
Ephesians 6:17b 

*Closing Song ............................................ All together 
In Christ Alone 

Prayer & Blessing ........................................ Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Worship Team: Deo Vistar (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Lynette Stanley 
(projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags. 
      Pray for Kingsley Morris and his family, as his mum 
passed away this week. He has flown to Auckland this 
week to be with his loved ones. Pray for the Spirit’s 
comfort on all of them, for traveling mercies for 
Kingsley, and for their ongoing mission in Malawi. 
      Linda Price is away this weekend in Waikanae as 
her Mum has become very unwell. Pray for her. 
      I will be away in Palmerston North this coming 
week (from Thursday to Sunday) for the Baptist 
Union’s annual Hui (Assembly). This year’s Hui 

focuses on evangelism, which is also one of our key 
priorities here at PBC. We have a good lineup of 
speakers, including the outgoing BU national leader 
Craig Vernall, and the national leader of the 
Bangladesh Baptist Church Fellowship, Rev Leor 
Sarker. Pray for a good and inspiring conference. 
      Here at PBC we’ve been going through Paul’s 
letter to the church in Ephesus. Do you know how that 
church was first formed? This was what we covered in 
our home group last Thursday evening, based on Acts 
19. The Ephesian church was started certainly through 
the Spirit’s work, but through Paul’s evangelistic 
ministry (second missionary journey). When Paul first 
arrived in Ephesus, he spent his first 3 months 
preaching in the local synanogue (Acts 19:8). There 
was some success, but Jewish unbelief and opposition 
became so intense so that Paul had no choice but to 
leave. But he didn’t leave Ephesus; he stayed on for 2 
more years, and he spent all this time teaching and 
discipling the growing congregation. We don’t know the 
number of these new converts, but they were probably 
many, as suggested by the fact that Paul hired the 
lecture hall of Tyrannus to serve as their gathering 
place (v. 9). So the Ephesian church was a well-
discipled congregation by no less than Paul himself. 
This had far-reaching impact on the spread of the 
gospel and the birth of new churches. Acts 19:10 says 
that “all the Jews and non-Jews who lived in the 
province of Asia heard the word of the Lord” (v. 10). 
Paul didn’t do all this work himself; his disciples in 
Ephesus spread out, brought the gospel to the various 
cities and towns in Asia Minor (now Turkey) and 
planted many churches there. We know some of these 
congregations: Colossae, Laodicea, Hierapolis, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis and Philadelphia.  
      I’m sharing this with you as it shows us key 
principles applicable in our own context here in Picton. 
We sometimes worry about the growth of our church, 
and we think that growth by evangelism by conversion 
is hard. One fellow pastor here in Marlborough 
complained to me that she had tried different strategies 
to reach the wider community, but sadly none of those 
worked. Well it doesn’t mean we should stop trying and 
doing what we need to do.  
      The Ephesian church grew not so much by 
becoming a megachurch, but by branching out and 
planting new churches. I would love to see this kind of 
growth here in PBC. That of course came about as the 
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Ephesian Christians were propelled by the Spirit and 
well trained by Paul in God’s Scriptures. That is what I 
want to see here at PBC. As we near our AGM, pray 
that we sense God’s leading, capture God’s heart and 
catch His vision.  
      It’s encouraging to hear positive feedback from you 
on our current series on Ephesians, particularly on 
spiritual warfare. My desire is to see our whole 
congregation empowered by God’s truth and live 
victorious lives everyday! This morning we’ll take a 
look at the sword of God’s Spirit, which the God’s 
Word. I pray that you once more will be blessed by it.  
 
 

NO TIME TO READ THE BIBLE 
By Gwen Toliver  

 
hese days it seems that as long as you have 
little ones in the house, you have the excuse 
for, “No time to read the Bible.” They get up so 

early, they interrupt you every time you sit down, they 
keep you from focusing, they make every moment of 
the day so busy that there is just no time to read the 
Bible. 
      I’ve heard it said—more than once—that God 
understands this is a busy stage of life and He knows 
that you won’t have much time to spend reading the 
Bible and praying. Yes, I believe that’s actually 
mentioned in Hezekiah 3:14. Go ahead, I’ll wait while 
you find that in your Bible. It’s right beside the verse 
that says you should make time for Facebook, but God 
understands if you don’t have time to read His Word.  
And next to the verse that says you should make time 
for two hours of working out, but don’t worry about 
personal Bible study. 
      While we laugh at the ridiculousness of that, it often 
seem to be how we approach our excuse of “no time.” 
That’s nonsense. God actually says things like: “Oh 
that my ways were steadfast in obeying Your decrees! 
Then I shall not be put to shame when I consider all 
Your commands” (Psalm 119:5–6 NIV). In other words, 
it’s a purposeful, planned thing to obey God and to 
study His Word.  
      Here’s another one: “And if you look for it as for 
silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you 
will understand the fear of the Lord and find the 
knowledge of God” (Proverbs 2:4–5).  

      Many people pray for wisdom (James 1:5–6) but 
neglect to do the very thing that results in wisdom: rich, 
deep study in God’s Word which leads to a greater 
understanding of God’s character. 
      My father once said, “The degree to which we limit 
our intake of God’s Word is the degree to which we 
limit our spiritual growth.”  
      If you don’t have time, make time. We all have time 
for things that truly matter to us.  
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Guest Preacher Next Sunday (11th Nov) 
Rev Kaye Dyer 
 
Care Team Meeting 
Right after the service today in the Children’s Ministry 
Room 
 
Men’s Night 
Saturday 17th November at 6pm at 3 West Terrace 
For more info pls speak with Andy  
 
Annual General Meeting 
Remember, our AGM is on 24 Nov at 5:30 here at the 
church. 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit and help you in 
your Christian walk. See schedule and contact details 
below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu on 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene 
on 573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary on 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Steve 
on 021 688 071 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers on 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol 
on 027 7735 
263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  4th Nov ........ Stu & Ralphia Henderson (Communion)  
11th Nov ................................ Daniel & Allison Le Heux  
18th Nov ................ Bill & Mary Pettigrew (Communion) 
25th Nov .................. Laurie Stevenson & Steve Lavers 

 
Music & Sound  

 
4th Nov: Deo Vistar (leading), Ana Woolf (keyboard), 
Allison Le Heux (singer), Mara Riwaka (projector), 
Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
11th Nov: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Mara Riwaka (projector), Andy Baldwin 
(sound) 
 
18th Nov: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Deo Vistar (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
25th Nov: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Jude Stretton 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
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