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“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests … be alert and always 

keep on praying for all the saints.”  
Ephesians 6:18 (NIV) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
Opening Song ............................................ All together 

More Than Conquerors 
Welcome & Notices .............................. Stu Henderson 
Tithes & Offerings ....................................... All together 
Singing ....................................................... All together 

My Lighthouse 
How Great Thou Art 

Prayer 
Holy Spirit 
High Above 

Message ................................................................. Deo 
The Secret Weapon of Prayer 

Ephesians 6:18–24 
Closing Song .............................................. All together 

More Than Conquerors 
Prayer & Blessing ................................................... Deo 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
     We are currently  in the midst of preparations for the 
upcoming Picton Christmas Parade and Concert (on 
2nd Dec). Pray that this occasion be, among other 
things, an opportune time for people in the community 
to realise the true meaning of Christmas and 
personally meet the One whose birthday it is we 
celebrate.  
      Guan and her team now welcome gifts for the 
Children’s Christmas Event on the 22nd. Please 

prepare gifts that are healthy, safe, and not necessarily 
restricted to a particular gender or sex. As mentioned 
last Sunday, gift items need not be wrapped. Drop your 
gift contributions in the box located an the front of the 
worship hall.  
      As we focus on prayer in today’s message, I 
believe the Holy Spirit will convict our hearts in regard 
to our attitude to prayer and call us to grow in this area. 
Each of us needs a breakthrough in prayer – to break 
through the wall of lukewarmness – and we can have 
that today, if we let go and let God.  
      I have included Aksel Smith’s helpful thoughts on 
prayer below – please take time to read it. Blessings! 
 

PRAYER: A POWERFUL SECRET 
WEAPON 
Aksel Smith 

 
rayer is a force. It touches eternal powers and 
sets them in motion; it moves God to action. It is 
the inner ministry before God’s face, which is the 

ministry that is most feared by Satan because prayer is 
a force, the unfolding of an intense spiritual labor that 
results in great visible works. 
      The highest form of prayer is an inner, conscious, 
clear-sighted spiritual work in harmony with our great 
High Priest to carry out God’s plan with His 
church. Prayer requires that the body, soul, and spirit 
be subjected to the power of the Holy Spirit. It requires 
quietness; for only by hearing His voice can the 
same prayer that Jesus prays penetrate our spirit. 
 
Satan’s attempts to keep you from praying 
It is imperative for Satan that you do not pray. Prayer 
interferes with his power, disturbs his plans, and 
destroys his kingdom. He fills your body, soul, and 
spirit with unrest. Your body is tired, your mind is 
harassed, and your spirit is depressed. This is all 
Satan’s work to prevent you from praying. 
      When you kneel down in prayer, you become 
aware that your body does not want to be in a kneeling 
position. Your whole body protests with restlessness; 
you wriggle for a while, and then you get up. Satan has 
gained the victory through your body. Your body is to 
be a holy and acceptable sacrifice to God. The body is 
to be kept in subjection – under the control of the Spirit. 
It must not rule, but be ruled.  
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Satan influences your soul life to the point where you 
cannot pray. He influences your feelings, and then he 
tells you that you are not “in the mood” to pray and that 
you do not “feel” like praying. He inflates your feelings 
into a light, meaningless state of happiness or he 
deflates them into discouragement so that you become 
weary. He causes your mind to be harassed by 
outward toil; he tells you that now you must take it 
easy. He puts pressure on your spirit so your mind is 
weighed down, or he lets your thoughts wander far and 
wide. Your mind becomes unusually active when you 
want to pray. Then Satan whispers, “Wait for a more 
convenient time.” 
      Thus Satan robs God’s children of their most fruitful 
work. Here we get a little glimpse of one branch of 
Satan’s activity. Paul says, “We are not ignorant of his 
devices.” 2 Corinthians 2:11. 
      Notice Satan’s wiles when you have overcome and 
have come into wonderful communion with God. As 
soon as you have tasted the blessing of God’s 
presence, Satan will whisper, “Now it is enough.” You 
get up and thank God for what you have received, but 
Satan has fooled you. God wanted you to abide 
in prayer. God is not hasty in His work, as we are as 
human beings. The intention was that you should not 
only pray until you had this blissful feeling in your 
heart, but that you should pray for a fullness of 
blessings so that you would never go empty-handed to 
anyone, but bring with you a fullness of spiritual 
blessings. We do not live this life just to receive a little 
bit for ourselves. We are indebted to the others to bring 
them rivers of blessings. 
 
Prayer is a spiritual battle 
After you have prayed down blessings into your own 
soul, Satan will say, “Now it is sufficient; now you are 
blessed.” Do not listen to him. Now that you have 
experienced that you can pray down blessings over 
your own soul, you should also know that you 
can pray down blessings over other souls. Herein lies 
the inner ministry. Do not only pray for your next of kin 
and a few others you hear are having difficulties. 
Enlarge the place of your tent. Pray down rivers of 
blessings over dry hearts, over dry places. 
Through prayer pour out a fullness of grace over the 
church and all those whom God has appointed in the 
church to serve the saints. Their blessing will be a fruit 
of your work before God’s face. You will detect (cont’d) 

 
progress in their work; their inner life grows, and God 
cleanses them. 
     You can enrich God’s people with heavenly 
treasures in quietness before God’s face without 
anyone knowing about it. There is no other ministry as 
fruitful; therefore, Satan hates no other soul as much 
as the one who knows how to pray. Consequently, 
such a soul is also engaged in warfare. This is a battle 
in the spirit world. As followers of Jesus it is everyone’s 
duty to enter the ranks. 
Rest in God is not the same as spiritual laziness. A 
passive rest is the bridge that leads to idleness. Be 
along in the work so that Jesus’ bride, the church, can 
be presented pure before His face. It is a privilege to 
be along. Enter into the secret chambers of your heart; 
there you can live with your God in a life of 
laboring prayer. You will never leave this place if you 
want to overcome fully. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Singing Practice for the Picton Christmas Parade 
After the service today here in the hall 
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
We have several home groups running during the 
week. Find out a group that may suit and help you in 
your Christian walk. See schedule and contact details 
below.  
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu on 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene 
on 573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary on 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group at Steve 
& Sue Dawson’s 
place (374 Waikawa 
Rd) 

Contact Steve 
on 021 688 071 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers on 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo on 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol 
on 027 7735 
263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  2nd Dec .............. Bill & Mary Pettigrew (Communion)  
  9th Dec ........................................... A Woolf & L Price  
16th Dec ............ Nelson & Judith Dodge (Communion) 
23rd Dec ................................ Daniel & Allison Le Heux 
30th Dec .................. L Young & N Davis (Communion) 

 
Music & Sound  

 
2nd Dec: Allison Le Heux (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Bill Pettigrew 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
9th Dec: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Allison Le Heux 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
16th Dec: Guan (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Steve 
Lavers (sound) 
 
23rd Dec: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Jude Stretton (singer), Te Mara 
Riwaka (projector) 
 
30th Dec: Allison Le Heux (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Bill Pettigrew 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 


