
 
Messy Church: Ministry Description 

Introduction 

We’re going to run Messy Church as a new missional initiative, once a month, beginning February 
2020, to be held in our church building, with the financial support of our church and the practical 
support of our church family. We will run it for the duration of 2020 and evaluate it by the year’s end.  

What is Messy Church? 

• Messy Church is a form of church for children and adults that involves creativity, celebration and 
hospitality. 

• It is primarily for people who don’t already belong to another form of church. 

• It typically includes a welcome; a creative time to explore the biblical theme through getting messy; 
a short celebration time involving story, prayer, song, games and similar; and a sit-down meal 
together at tables. All elements are for, and should include, people of all ages, adults and children. 
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• It’s fun. 

• It’s a church for people at all stages of their faith 
journey and of any age – a congregation that is 
as valuable and worthy of investment as our 
Sunday morning congregation. 

• It models and promotes good ways of growing as 
a family: a nuclear family, an extended family, 
and a global and local church family.  

• Its aim is to introduce Jesus, to give an opportunity to encounter Him and to grow closer to Him. 

“Messy Church is an all-age fresh expression of 
church that offers counter-cultural 
transformation of family life through families 
coming together to be, to make, to eat and to 
celebrate God.” – Claire Dalpra 

What Messy Church is not 

• It is not just for children. We aim to involve very different people: young and old, families and single 
people, male and female, academic and practical, poor and rich. 

• It is not a club. Messy Church is about worshipping God, having fellowship, and exploring faith 
matters. It welcomes everyone, involves everyone, values everyone, and is always there for the 
outsider. It’s a church. 

• It is not necessarily a feeder for the Sunday morning service. If 
participants in Messy Church decide to also join the Sunday 
morning services, that’s great, but we stress that Messy Church 
itself is a church, where worship, discipleship and community 
take place.  

• It is not just for church families. We encourage those already 
belonging to our Sunday morning congregation to be thinking 
about serving on the leadership team of Messy Church, however 
young or old they are, and helping others come to know Jesus. 
We want you and need your help! 
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• It is not just for families. All are welcome: single, widowed, childless, divorced. Church is inclusive, 
not exclusive. 

• It is not a quick fix. Growing disciples takes time, and so we appreciate that growth will probably be 
slow.  

What’s in the name? 

Messy Church originated from the UK among Christians and churches feeling the challenge of 
reaching out to people without faith in Jesus. In adopting this ministry for our context here in Picton, 
we don’t feel we need to change the name. The original choice of the name Messy Church is deliberate 
and the meaning merits the name being retained. 

Firstly, the “Messy” part: the incongruous word “messy” is saying that God is interested in people and 
families who are “messy” rather than perfect; that Jesus spent time with outsiders, “sinners” and social 
misfits more happily than with the orderly Pharisees, some of whom seemed to live neatly by the rule 
book and didn’t appear to need God as urgently as the “outsiders.” Messy Church says, “We’re all 
messy, our lives aren’t perfect, our families and children aren’t perfect and we believe the best space 
for God to deal with us in our messiness and disorder is in church. Come and join us.” The word 
“messy” also describes the creative, exploratory nature of how we worship here.  

Secondly, “church” because it is church for those who belong to it. We treat it as church and we want 
to make use of all the opportunities for encounter with God, fellowship and worship.  

Promotion/publicity 

Our plan is for the Messy Church team to meet in November (or December) 2019, and a major part of 
the agenda is the preparation for the first session in February 2020. A very significant part of the 
preparation is promotion and publicity. We will make use of the internet: our church Facebook page 
and our church website. We will also publicise Messy Church on Picton Community Centre fortnightly 
newsletter, on community bulletin boards, at the public library, etc. We will also inquire whether one 
of the local newspapers would be interested to run a story about Messy Church. We will produce 
leaflets – both large and small – which our church members can use to promote this new ministry to 
friends and neighbours. We count on the full support of our church members, not least in promotion 
and publicity.  

Messy Church Team 

Team Leader: Guan  

• Craft Section: Gwenda Galbraith, Ralphia Henderson 

• Catering: Sue Dawson, Minétte Snyman, Stu Henderson 

• Story-teller: Bronwyn Duffy 
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• Receptionist: Mary Pettigrew 

• Music: Guan 

• Sound & technology: Graham Galbraith 

Note: This list is not yet complete. We welcome a few more people to join our team. 

This ministry description was prepared by Guan, with Deo’s help.
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