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“Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.” 
Ephesians 1:3 
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Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD (Cand) 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

Blessed be the Name 
(The Name of the Lord) 

Welcome/Notices/Offering ........................... Deo Vistar 
    Offertory Music ............................. Graham Galbraith 
*Congregational Singing ............................ All together 

Amazing Grace 
10,000 Reasons 

Through It All 
I Surrender All 

Communion .............................................. Steve Lavers 
     Special music ............................... Johannes Hacker 
Sermon ........................................................ Deo Vistar 

“We Bless the Lord Who Has Blessed Us in Christ” 
Ephesians 1:3 

Closing Song .............................................. All together 
To the Praise of His Glorious Grace 

Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Music Team: Mara Riwaka (leader), Rihari Ohia 
(guitarist), Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Linda Ohia (singer), 
Allison Le Heux (singer), Judith Stretton (singer), Steve 
Lavers (sound), Lynette Stanley (projector) 
 
Please join us for morning tea in the foyer after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to Picton Baptist Church. 
Welcome to our corporate worship. Let’s be 
reminded that worship is more than music and 

songs. As John 4:24 tells us, worship is first and 
foremost a matter of the spirit (as well as of truth), as 
we reflect in our hearts on who God is and what He 
has done for us. Worship is lifestyle, something that we 
need to engage in 24/7. Having said that, may our 
corporate worship today be pleasing and acceptable to 
our God. 
      Pray for Sunday Friends, the children’s ministry of 
our church, which resumes today. Pray for the children, 
that they may know the Lord truly, and that they grow 
in His Word. Pray for wisdom and encouragement 
upon the teachers.  
      Also pray for blessing upon our home groups, two 
of which will resume this week. Pray that more and 

more of our church family will be connected to a home 
group – as this is very helpful for our spiritual nurture.  
      This week we’re taking time to pray for the 
persecuted church in Israel. Pray also for the salvation 
of the Jews (Israelites), many of whom still do not 
believe in Jesus Christ as the Saviour and the true 
Messiah.  
      We’re continuing today our series on Ephesians. 
Last week we looked at 1:1–2, where we learned 
precious truths about Paul’s sense of call to 
apostleship, as well as the Ephesian Christians’ God-
given status as saints in Christ. Being a saint does not 
mean one is morally perfect. It does mean that one has 
been set apart by God from the world unto Himself to 
belong to Him and His service. We are saints in Christ 
– we need to appreciate this identity and reflect it in our 
life nowadays.  
      Today we’re looking at 1:3, which serves as the 
introductory verse to the whole passage of 1:3–14. The 
point of the verse is simple enough, but poses a 
lifelong challenge: We bless God who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. We’re going to 
reflect on the concept of blessing, and on how 
Christians can bless God in return for His blessings 
upon us. We’re also going to think about the meaning 
of blessings in the heavenly places (or realms).  
      God’s Word is rich, but we do need to dig into it to 
obtain its riches. That’s what we’re trying to do here at 
PBC. Let me share this story as an illustration. “In 
ancient times, a king had a boulder placed on a 
roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see if 
anyone would remove the huge rock. Some of the 
king's wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and 
simply walked around it. Many loudly blamed the king 
for not keeping the roads clear, but none did anything 
about getting the stone out of the way. Then a peasant 
came along carrying a load of vegetables. Upon 
reaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his burden 
and tried to move the stone to the side of the road. 
After much pushing and straining, he finally 
succeeded. After the peasant picked up his load of 
vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in the road where 
the boulder had been. The purse contained many gold 
coins and a note from the king indicating that the gold 
was for the person who removed the boulder from the 
roadway. The peasant learned what many of us never 
understand, every obstacle is really an opportunity in 
disguise.” 
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PBC Vision 2018 (and beyond):	
Becoming a Healthy Church	

	
Fourfold Missional Strategy:	

* Everyone engaged in worship: worship is 
lifestyle	
* Everyone in a care group: each person 
matters; real growth happens in community	
* Everyone using their spiritual gifts: every 
member a “minister”	
* Everyone focused on outreach and mission: 
evangelism is the task of the whole church	

(http://ministry127.com/resources/illustration/obstacles-
are-opportunities-in-disguise). 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN ISRAEL 

Taken (with minor revisions) from  
The Barnabas Fund 2018 

barnabasfund.org 
 

hristians in Israel continue to face discrimination 
from both Jews and Muslims. In Israel, Christians 
are around 2% of the population, and ultra-

orthodox Jews have targeted Christians, especially 
those with a Jewish background. Messianic churches 
have been vandalised. Some Christian leaders and 
congregations have been spat at and assaulted.  
      There are nearly 40,000 Eritrean refugees, mainly 
Christians, in Israel, who have fled from persecution in 
their homeland. They are suffering greatly from the 
government’s restrictive policies which make it almost 
impossible for them to earn a living. Some 3,000 
Eritrean men at a time are held in the fearsome Holot 
Detention Centre, in many ways worse than prison, 
and apparently designed to break their sprits.  
      In the Palestinian territory of the West Bank 
Christians face 
difficult economic 
conditions and 
daily 
discrimination 
from the Muslim 
majority. The 
Gaza strip, the 
Palestinian 
territory where 
over 1.7 million Muslims live, has been controlled since 
2007 by Hamas, a Sunni Islamist group with close links 
to the Muslim Brotherhood. It claims to protect the 
estimated 1,000 Christians living in the area, but it has 
attempted to introduce sharia. Many Christians in Gaza 
live in dire poverty and in fear of violence from 
Islamists. An embattled minority, many believers see 
little choice but to leave. “There are fewer and fewer 
[Christians].  Those who manage to get out do not 
come back. They seek peace elsewhere … the church 
is increasingly empty,” said a Christian leader in Gaza. 
 

Ask the Lord Jesus to have mercy on Eritrean Christian 
refugees in Israel, and that the government will repeal 
its harsh laws against them and give them hope in the 
land of His birth. Pray for Palestinian Christians to 
stand firm in the face of daily harassment and 
discrimination. Let them draw stength from the 
knowledge that our Lord suffered and died for them in 
that very land where they live. Pray especially for the 
protection of Christians in Gaza. 

 
 

NOTICES 
 
Newcomers’ Lunch 
At 1pm today here at church 
 
Sunday Friends (Children’s Ministry) 
Sunday Friends resumes today, with Guan teaching. 
 
Home Groups 
Two home groups will resume this week: 
! On Tuesday (the 16th) 10am at 90 Lindens Rd 

(Pene’s place). Study questions 1–3 on p. 27 of My 
First Steps. 

! On Thursday (the 18th) 7pm at 12 Lincoln St 
(Deo’s place). Read and reflect upon Acts 1:22–41 
(try to identify the key themes of Peter’s sermon at 
Pentecost). 

 
  

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  7 Jan ...................................... Nelson & Judith Dodge  
14 Jan ........... Stu & Ralphia Henderson (Communion)  
21 Jan ......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 
28 Jan .... Lauraine Young & Nelia Davis (Communion) 
 

Sunday Friends’ Teaching 
 
14 Jan ........................................................ Guan Vistar 
21 Jan ......................................................... Carol Tapp 
28 Jan ......................................................... Carol Tapp  

 
 
 
 

Music & Sound 
 
7 Jan: Mara Riwaka (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Kirsty Baldwin (singing), Gyllian Macdonald (projector) 
 

14 Jan: Mara Riwaka (leader), Rihari Ohia (guitarist), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Linda Ohia (singer), 
Allison Le Heux (singer), Judith Stretton (singer), Steve 
Lavers (sound), Lynette Stanley (projector) 
 

21 Jan: Allison Le Heux (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singing), 
Linda Ohia (singing), Andy Baldwin (sound), Guan 
Vistar (projector) 
 

28 Jan: Garry Stanley (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Mara Riwaka (guitar), Judith Stretton (singer), Lynette 
Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
Note: There will be Communion today (the 14th) and 
on 28th of January. 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster.  
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