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P I C T O N 
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“Even before God made the world, 
He loved us and chose us in Christ  

to be holy and without fault in His eyes. God 
decided in advance to adopt us into His own 

family by bringing us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ.” 

Ephesians 1:4–5a 
 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD (Cand) 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

Blessed be Your Name 
(In the Land That is Plentiful) 

Welcome/Notices/Offering ........................... Deo Vistar 
    Offertory Music ............................. Graham Galbraith 
*Congregational Singing ............................ All together 

In Christ Alone My Hope Is Found 
O Lord We Seek Your Face 

Glorify 
Jesus Be the Centre 

Scripture Reading ................................. Judith Stretton 
Jonah 3:1–5, 10 
Psalm 62:5–12 

1 Corinthians 7:29–31 
Mark 1:14–30 

Prayer .......................................................... Deo Vistar 
Sermon ........................................................ Deo Vistar 

“Chosen by God and Adopted into His Family” 
Ephesians 1:4–6 

Closing Song .............................................. All together 
To the Praise of His Glorious Grace 

Prayer & Benediction ................................... Deo Vistar 
 
*Led by the Music Team: Allison Le Heux (leader), Rihari 
Ohia (guitarist), Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Linda Ohia (singer), Andy Baldwin (sound), Lynette 
Stanley (projector) 
 
Please join us for morning tea in the foyer after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

he movie Bourne Identity is the story of a man 
named Jason Bourne who wakes up out of 
unconsciousness to discover that he cannot 

remember who he is. He doesn’t remember anything 
about his life, his past, his friends, or his enemies. As 
the story progresses Mr Bourne discovers that he has 
certain skills, abilities and resources that he has totally 
forgotten about. It turns out that he used to be a Black 
Ops secret agent  working for the US government and 
he spends the rest of the story trying to piece together 
and recover his forgotten identity.  
      The movie is fictional, yet the problem of identity 
amnesia which afflicted Mr Bourne is real in some 

people, even in Christians. Spiritual identity amnesia is 
when we forget who we are in Christ, and we start to 
view ourselves as though we were no distinct from 
those who do not believe in Christ.  
      God has given us a new identity in Christ, a 
tremendous spiritual identity (which we often take for 
granted). Ephesians 1:3–14 takes us to the very heart 
of who we are as God’s people. Our identity is founded 
on what God has done for us in Christ. In v. 3 Paul 
says that Christians have been blessed by God with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. The first spiritual 
blessing that Paul mentions is the foundational 
blessing of God’s election of us and His adopting us 
into His family (vv. 4–6). This is going to be our focus 
in the sermon today. The rest of the spiritual blessings 
are enumerated in vv. 7–14. My prayer is that this 
series on Ephesians will be a great blessing for all of 
us.  
      Pray for Pene Sarjeant, Daniel and Allison Le Heux 
who will be traveling to Africa this week for a six-week 
mission. Pene has been involved with an orphanage 
and school in Kenya, and will be visiting these 
ministries during the trip. Daniel and Allison will be 
serving with Dave and Joy Mueller – who visited us last 
December – in Kenya. From Kenya they will be visiting 
the Morrises in Malawi.  
      God raises up workers for His ministry, and we’ve 
seen Him do that in our church recently. Praise God for 
the musicians, singers, and other volunteers who have 
come forward to fill in the gap in the music and worship 
ministry.  
      Praise God also for raising up volunteers for the 
Evangelism Ministry Team for 2018. The team is now 
complete: Steve Lavers (leader), Nelson Dodge, Linda 
Ohia, Mara Riwaka, Ian Stewart, and Cindy Holder. 
      Praise God for Mary Pettigrew, who will serve as 
the Youth Ministry Leader this year, with support from 
Guan and Deo.  
 

 
PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

IN INDONESIA 
Taken from The Barnabas Fund 2018 

barnabasfund.org 
 

ndonesia has the world’s largest Muslim 
population. Until about a generation ago, Muslims 
and Christians lived peaceably as equals. This 
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accords  with the state-promoted philosophy of 
religious tolerance and national unity – “Pancasila.”   
      However, in many parts of this vast archipelago 
nation, this no longer holds true and Christians (who 
comprise at least 15% of the population) have been 
facing discrimination, harassment and violence.  
       In 2016, the former governor of the capital, Jakarta   
“Ahok”  Tjahaja  Pumama was accused of “blasphemy” 
under religious defamation laws, after rejecting claims 
that only a Muslim should be permitted to govern non 
Muslims. In May 2017, after a public trial which 
derailed Pumama’s  attempt to secure re-election, he 
was found guilty and jailed for two years.  The leader of 
Indonesia’s largest Islamic organisation slammed the 
trial as politically motivated, saying it was “all 
manipulation” on the part of Islamist groups.   
      In Aceh, where sharia is officially implemented, at 
least one Christian has been flogged for “minor 
offences” and Muslim mobs have torched churches.   
       In May 2017, a Sunday school and two churches 
were shut 
down in West 
Java following 
protests by 
Islamists, as 
authorities 
claimed they 
could not 
“guarantee 
their safety.”  The situation was fuelled by a 2006 law 
requiring applications for places of worship to be by 
supported by signatures from 60 local non-Christian 
households.  Since the laws were introduced, more 
than 1,000 church buildings have been closed or 
demolished. Some previously majority-Christian 
regions are being gradually Islamised as the 
government has transmigrated Muslim to live in those 
areas. In November 2000, Islamists attacked 
Christians in eastern provinces, murdering many 
thousands and forcing others to convert.  
      Pray that the plans of those who seek to Islamise 
Indonesia will be thwarted and politicians and public 
figures will strongly advocate a return to the country’s 
historical practice of equality. Pray for believers in 
Aceh who live under sharia and who have witnessed 
mobs burning down churches. Ask that they will have 
the strength to stand firm in their faith, despite the 
opposition they face. 

NOTICES 
 
Mission Trip to Africa 
Pene Sarjeant, Daniel and Allison Le Heux will be 
traveling to Africa for a six-week mission (24th Feb – 
9th March). Apart from their own mission involvements 
in Kenya, they will be visiting Kingsley Morris and 
family in Malawi. Let’s uphold them in prayer. 
 
Evangelism Ministry Team 
Praise God for the following people who will compose 
the Evangelism Ministry Team for 2018: Steve Lavers 
(leader), Nelson Dodge, Linda Ohia, Te Mara Riwaka, 
Ian Steward, Cindy Holder, and Deo Vistar (ex officio).  
 
Evangelism Ministry Team Meeting 
Today right after the service in the Children’s Ministry 
room 
 
A “Walking Fellowship” 
We’re blessed here in Picton with many good hikes 
waiting to be explored and enjoyed. Join Clive and Deo 
as they tackle the Hilltop View/Tirohanga track (40mins 
one way) this 27th of Jan (Sat) at 8am. The assembly 
point will be at Garden Tce. Bring something to drink, 
wear comfy shoes and put on sun protection. If the 
weather is bad, we’ll postpone the walk to the next 
Saturday.  
 
Quarterly Church Meeting 
Pencil in your calendar our Church Family Quarterly 
Meeting on 4th Feb (Sunday) after the service. The 
agenda of the meeting will be announced next week. 
 
Andy Baldwin’s Baptism 
We will hold a baptismal service for Andy Baldwin on 
11th Feb after the service at Waikawa Bay. In 
connection with this, we will also have a church picnic 
following the baptismal service. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend this important occasion in Andy’s 
faith walk.  
 
STAY CONNECTED THIS WEEK! 
Two home groups are on this week: 
! Tuesday (the 23rd) 10am at 90 Lindens Rd 

(Pene’s place). Please study p. 26 of My First 
Steps. 

! Thursday (the 25th) 7pm at 12 Lincoln St (Deo’s 
place). We’ll continue our reflection on Peter’s 
sermon in Acts 1:22–41. 

 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  7 Jan ...................................... Nelson & Judith Dodge  
14 Jan ........... Stu & Ralphia Henderson (Communion)  
21 Jan .......................................... Bill & Mary Pettigrew 
28 Jan .... Lauraine Young & Nelia Davis (Communion) 
 

Sunday Friends’ Teaching 
 
14 Jan ........................................................ Guan Vistar 
21 Jan ......................................................... Carol Tapp 
28 Jan ......................................................... Carol Tapp  
 

 
Music & Sound 

 
7 Jan: Mara Riwaka (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Kirsty Baldwin (singing), Gyllian Macdonald (projector) 
 

14 Jan: Mara Riwaka (leader), Rihari Ohia (guitarist), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Linda Ohia (singer), 
Allison Le Heux (singer), Judith Stretton (singer), Steve 
Lavers (sound), Lynette Stanley (projector) 
 

21 Jan: Allison Le Heux (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Graham Galbraith (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singing), 
Linda Ohia (singing), Andy Baldwin (sound), Lynette 
Stanley (projector) 
 

28 Jan: Garry Stanley (leading), Rihari Ohia (guitar), 
Mara Riwaka (guitar), Judith Stretton (singer), Lynette 
Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
Note: There will be Communion on the 28th of 
January. 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 
the roster.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


