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“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those 

who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.” 

John 15:5 (NLT) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
Opening Song ............................................ All together 

You Are Holy 

Prayer & Notices .................................... Pene Sarjeant 

Offering ...................................................... All together 

Singing ....................................................... All together 

When I Look Into Your Holiness 

In Christ Alone 

Communion .......................................... Led by Graham 

Message ...................................................... Deo Vistar 

Abiding in Christ to Bear Fruit 

(John 15) 

Response Song ......................................... All together 

Jesus Be the Centre 

Send-off for Cindy Holder ............................ Deo Vistar 

Prayer & Benediction .................................... DeoVistar 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  A crèche is available down at the foyer. The service 
is relayed into the room so you are able to listen to it. 
Please ensure the room is left tidy. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service. 
 

PASTORAL NOTES  
ia ora! Happy New Year! Welcome to our 
worship this morning. If you are a first-time 
guest, I encourage you to fill out a blue visitor 

card and hand it to the welcomers or drop it in one of 
the offering bags.  
      In a classic “Peanuts” comic strip, Charlie Brown 
goes to Lucy for psychiatric help. He says, “What can 
you do when you don’t fit in? What can you do when 
life seems to be passing you by?” Lucy leads Charlie 

away from her booth and says, “Follow me. I want to 
show you something. See the horizon over there? See 
how big this world is? See how much room there is for 
everybody? Have you ever seen any other worlds?” 
Charlie replies meekly, “No.” She continues, “As far as 
you know, this is the only world there is…Right?” Even 
more meekly, Charlie says, “Right.” Lucy presses on, 
“There are no other worlds for you to live in…Right?” 
Charlie admits, “Right.” “You were born to live in this 
world…Right?” “Right,” says Charlie. Lucy then 
explodes, “Well, live in it then! Five cents, please.” 
While we may disagree with Lucy’s counseling 
technique, we recognise she is on to something. We 
need to make the most of our lives and really live. 
      Here’s an anonymous quote that blesses my heart 
every time I read it: “God didn’t promise days without 
pain, laughter without sorrow, or sun without rain, but 
He did promise strength for the day, comfort for the 
tears, and light for the way. If God brings you to it, He 
will bring you through it.”  
      Here at our church we’re in the mode of preparing 
and positioning ourselves mentally and spiritually so 
this year can be a truly blessed year for us, for our 
families and for our church. Last Sunday we reflected 
on Psalm 1, which reminded us that true blessedness 
comes if we align ourselves to God and His Word. 
Psalm 1 warns about the wicked way of life – in Jesus’ 
words, the broad gate – which many people pursue. 
That way ends in destruction. If you want this year to 
be blessed, have more of God and His Word in your 
life. 
      Today we’re looking at John 15, which talks about 
a fruiful life. All of us want to live a fruitful life, and we 
all know it’s not about material wealth or a painless life 
or a life full of pleasure. Jesus is talking about “fruit that 
lasts.” That includes the fruit of a transformed life and 
godly character and the fruit of leading people into 
God’s kingdom. We are the branches and Christ is our 
vine. Christ says: “Remain in me, and I will remain in 
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain 
in me … apart from me you can do nothing” (vv. 4, 5b).  
      I had a great time, last Friday morning, visiting the 
neighbours around our church. That wasn’t the first 
time I did it, but it was my first meeting those people 
that I greeted and spoke with on Friday morning. When 
you go out on a ministry like that, you tell yourself not 
to worry but trust instead God for what may transpire. 

K 



And the Lord did amazing things that morning. I’m 
thankful that God provided a companion from our 
church, so I wasn’t alone. We gave a copy of the New 
Testament to one of the homes we visited. We prayed 
for a woman in another home who was unwell. One 
man in another home expressed appreciation for the 
Christmas gift that he received from our church. 
Although he is not a Christian, he appreciates our 
efforts at engaging the community. The highlight of the 
morning was when we got invited by one family into 
their home, and we then had a great conversation with 
the family and we prayed for them.  
      I will be doing more of this sort of community 
engagement or community visits. If you are interested 
at joining, come and talk to me. Of course this is not 
the only way of reaching out to our community, but it’s 
a very practical and easy way. This was the main 
method of our Lord Jesus: He went out and visited 
people where they lived.  
      May 2019 continue to be a fruitful year for each 
and everyone of us!  

Yours in Christ, Deo 
 
 

EXAGGERATION 
By Henry G. Bosch 

 
 woman said to a preacher, “I have a habit that I 
know is hurting my testimony—the habit of 
exaggeration. I start to tell something and I go 

on and on enlarging the story. People suspect that it’s 
not true, and they lose confidence in me. I’m trying to 
get over it. Could you help me?” 
      He responded, “Let’s talk to the Lord about it.” 
      She prayed, 
“Lord, You know I 
have this habit of 
exaggeration . . .” 
At this point the 
preacher 
interrupted, “Call it 
lying and you may 
get over it!” The 
woman was deeply 
convicted and 
confessed her wrong. 
      We often excuse our pet sins by giving them more 
acceptable names. Our bad temper we call “nerves”; 

our untruthfulness, “exaggeration”; our dishonesty we 
call “good business.” In seeking to overcome these 
sins, we need to bring them out in the open, call them 
honestly by name, and sincerely repent (Proverbs 
28:13). 
      A man entered a dentist’s office and sat down to 
have his teeth fixed. “I can feel a huge cavity with my 
tongue,” he said. The dentist examined the man’s teeth 
and said, “It’ll only be a small filling.” “But why does it 
feel so large?” asked the patient. “Just the natural 
tendency of the tongue to exaggerate,” replied the 
dentist with a twinkle in his eye. We may smile, but 
aren’t we all prone to blow things out of proportion? 
Indeed, “the tongue is a little member and boasts great 
things” (James 3:5). 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
THANK YOU!!! 
Our gift-giving to the community last 
Christmas was a huge success! We 
received 36 gift packs from some of our 
our church members, which we 
distributed to the neighbours on 
Christmas Eve. Thanks to those who donated gifts as 
well as to those who helped with the distribution! – Deo 
 
 

 
Hosting Volunteers Needed 
New hosting volunteers are needed – if you’d like to be 
included in the roster, please see or contact Carol 
Tapp at 027 773 5263 or carolt.marykay@gmail.com.  
 

Bible Study Group 
The Tuesday morning (10am) Bible study group at 
Pene’s resumes this coming Tuesday. 
 
Any Prayer Requests? 
If you have any prayer request for the prayer chain, 
contact Judith Dodge at 573 9245. 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 
  6th Jan ............................. P Sarjeant & G Macdonald  
13th Jan .......... L Stevenson & S Lavers (Communion)  
20th Jan ................................................ D & A Le Heux 
27th Jan ........................ B & M Pettigrew (Communion 

 
 

Music & Sound  
 
6th Jan: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Bill Pettigrew (sound) 
 
13th Jan: Guan (leading), Jude Stretton (singer), Bill 
Pettigrew (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
20th Jan: Allison Le Heux (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin (singer), Te Mara Riwaka 
(projector), Andy Baldwin (sound) 
 
27th Jan: Garry Stanley (leading), Ana Woolf 
(keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer), Gyllian 
Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 

A 
“He	who	 covers	 his	 sins	
will	 not	 prosper,	 but	
whoever	 confesses	 and	
forsakes	 them	 will	
receive	 mercy.”	 	 	 	 –	
Proverbs	28:13	

Kim	&	Mary	Robertson	Visiting	Us	in	
February!!!	

–	On	the	9th	(Sat)	at	6pm	we	will	hear	
updates	about	their	mission	work	in	
Thailand;	we	will	also	have	a	shared	dinner	
here	at	the	church.	Pls	bring	a	plate.	
–	On	the	10th	during	our	Worship	Service	
Kim	&	Mary	will	give	us	a	challenge	about	
the	Great	Commission.		
	


