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“So that from the rising of the sun to the 
place of its setting people may know there 

is none besides me. I am the LORD, and 
there is no other.” 

Isaiah 45:6 
 
 
 

293 Waikawa Road, Waikawa 7220 
Phone: (03) 573 6315 

Email: pictonbaptist@gmail.com 
Website: www.pictonbaptist.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PictonBaptist/ 
 

Pastor: Deo Vistar, PhD 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
*Opening Song ........................................... All together 

The Joy of the Lord Is My Strength 
Welcome and Notices .............................. Bill Pettigrew 
Offering ...................................................... All together 
*Singing ...................................................... All together 

The Hope of All Hearts 
God He Reigns 

Wairua Tapu 
Communion .................................. Led by Steve Lavers 
Message 
*Closing Song ............................................ All together 

This is Amazing Grace 
Prayer 
 
*Led by the Praise Team: Allison Le Heux (leading), 
Jonathan Duffy (guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Pare Raj 
(singer), Mihi Raj (singer), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), 
Steve Lavers (sound) 
 
✪  If you have any questions or need help, please ask 
one of the welcomers who will be happy to help you. 
✪  If you would like prayer after the service today, ask 
the people around you or come to the front and 
someone will pray for you. 
✪  We invite you to stay for a cup of tea after the 
service.  

 
PASTORAL NOTES  

ia ora! Welcome to our worship this morning. If 
you are a first-time guest, I encourage you to 
fill out a blue visitor card and hand it to the 

welcomers or drop it in one of the offering bags.  
      Praise God for the safe birth of Nathan Wang 
Vistar this past Friday (18th May). Both the Guan and 
the baby are healthy and doing well – thanks to all who 
have prayed.  
      Garry Stanley is away visiting family in Canada. He 
left yesterday and will be back in the second week of 
June.  
      Many of you may still remember the Easter 
evangelistic event last 1st April held here at our 
church. In my counting not less than 12 visitors turned 
up on that day – some of whom were from Picton. 
Interestingly all of them seemed to have been believers 
already, and apparently no non-Christian from the 

wider Picton community turned up, despite our 
significant effort at promotion and publicity. But the 
event bore fruit in some other ways. I knew one of the 
visitors was so blessed by The Cross video that he 
came back to me asking for a copy of the film so he 
could show it to his non-Christian friends.  
      But if we are to reach Picton with the gospel, we 
have to go out there and be the church where non-
Christians are. Many of us are actively doing that, 
which is great. Let’s keep at it.  
      In connection with The Dinner Collective that our 
church is organising, under the leadership of Bronwyn 
Duffy, it was great to see (last Sunday) not less than 
nine volunteers signify their desire to help. Moreover, I 
hope you have started praying and thinking about 
whom to invite to the event.  
      Take time this week to pray for the persecuted 
Christians in North Korea.  
      I have included the piece “Taking the First Step” in 
this bulletin to remind all of us that God values spiritual 
unity and that it is incumbent on us all to do what we 
can to maintain the unity of the body of Christ.  
 
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
IN NORTH KOREA 

From The Barnabas Fund 2018 
barnabasfund.org 

 
North Korea is routinely ranked as the most dangerous 
place in the world to be a Christian. Believers are 
known to have been executed for simply owning a 
Bible and many have to keep their faith completely 
secret, even from their own families, as children are 
encouraged at school to report on their parents if they 
see them praying or reading the Scriptures. 
      Those who do gather to pray and worship together 
risk death or lifelong imprisonment. Tens of thousands 
of Christians – sometimes entire families – have been 
encarcerated in political labour camps, where many 
are horrifically abused, tortured and worked to death. 
Christians are often singled out for the worst treatment 
in these camps.  
      The state ideology of Juche effectively deifies 
North Korea’s despotic leader, Kim Jong Un, who has 
erected a statue of himself on the country’s highest 
mountain. Christianity is seen as a threat to the state. 
Authorities exert tight control over the media and North 

K 



Koreans are prevented from getting information outside 
of that provided by the government; access to Christian 
literature is therefore extremely limited. While North 
Korea’s dictator lives in luxury, the vast majority of the 
population endure adject poverty and frequent food 
shortages. 
Thousands of North Koreans attempt to escape each 
year, trying to reach China or South Korea. Chinese 
government officials are thought to conspire with North 
Korean authorities to forcibly repatriate those who have 
crossed the border. According to one official who 
defected, escapees are tortured until they reveal where 
they have been and who they have contacted; those 
suspected of being Christians are especially targeted.  
      Call on the Lord to help North Koreans, who are 
subject to brutal repression at the hands of a dictatorial 
leader. Pray especially for Christians facing death, 
torture and abuse in labour camps; pray that they will 
be comforted with the assurance that no hardship or 
persecution can separate them from the love of Christ. 
Ask that Christians gathering together in secret will 
inspire one another to hold firm to the faith.   
 
 

TAKING THE FIRST STEP 
By Poh Fang Chia 

 
“God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation” (2 
Corinthians 5:19). 
      Tham Dashu sensed something was missing in his 
life. So he started going to church—the same church 
his daughter attended. But they never went together. In 
earlier days, he had offended her, which drove a 
wedge between them. So, Tham would slip in when the 
singing started and leave promptly after the service 
ended. 
      Church members shared the gospel story with him, 
but Tham always politely rejected their invitation to put 
his faith in Jesus. Still, he kept coming to church. 
      One day Tham fell gravely ill. His daughter plucked 
up the courage and wrote him a letter. She shared how 
Christ had changed her life, and she sought 
reconciliation with her dad. That night, Tham put his 
faith in Jesus and the family was reconciled. A few 
days later, Tham died and entered into the presence of 
Jesus—at peace with God and his loved ones. 

      The apostle Paul wrote that we are to “try to 
persuade others” about the truth of God’s love and 
forgiveness (2 Cor. 5:11). He said that it is “Christ’s 
love [that] compels us” to carry out His work of 
reconciliation (v. 14). 
      Our willingness to forgive may help others realize 
that God desires to reconcile us to Himself (v. 19). 
Would you lean on God’s strength to show them His 
love today? 
      Is there someone you need to try to reconcile with? 
What practical first step can you take today? 
 
 
	

NOTICES 
 
This Week’s Ministries at a Glance 
 
Tuesday 
10am 

Home group (Bible 
study) at 90 Linden’s 
Road 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 5 
Amelia Cres 

Contact Stu at 
573 7769 

Tuesday 
7pm 

Home group at 90 
Lindens Road 

Contact Pene at 
573 7785 

Wednesday 
6pm 

Youth group in the 
Church Hall 

Contact Mary at 
573 5499 

Thursday 
7pm 

Home group (Bible 
study) at church 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Prayer meeting in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Room 

Contact Steve 
Lavers at 021 
0235 5728 

Sunday 
10am 

 
Church Service 

Contact Deo at 
573 6315 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Sunday Friends 
(Children’s Ministry)* 

Contact Carol at 
027 7735 263 

 

*Except on the last Sunday of each month 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ROSTERS* 
 

Hosting 
 

  6 May ........ P Sarjeant & G Macdonald (Communion)  
13 May ................................. Stu & Ralphia Henderson  
20 May ............ L Stevenson & S Lavers (Communion) 
27 May .................................. Daniel & Allison Le Heux 
 

Children’s Church Teaching 
 
  6 May ........................................................ Carol Tapp  
13 May ........................................................ Carol Tapp  
20 May ........................................................ Carol Tapp 
27 May .............................................. Family Worship** 
 
**There will be no children’s church on the last Sunday of 
each month, as we would like to provide an opportunity for 
children to worship with their parents.  
 

Music & Sound  
 
6 May: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham Galbraith 
(keyboard), Allison Le Heux (singer) Judith Stretton 
(singer), Lynette Stanley (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
13 May: Garry Stanley (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Kirsty Baldwin 
(singer), Pare Raj (singer), Mihi Raj (projector), Steve 
Lavers (sound) 
 
20 May: Allison Le Heux (leading), Jonathan Duffy 
(guitar), Bronwyn Duffy (keyboard), Pare and Mihi Raj 
(singers), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Steve Lavers 
(sound) 
 
27 May: Gwenda Galbraith (leading), Graham 
Galbraith (keyboard), Judith Stretton (singer), Linda 
Ohia (singer), Gyllian Macdonald (projector), Andy 
Baldwin (sound) 
 
*If the date doesn’t suit please arrange a swap with others on 

the roster. 
 

 
 
 


